
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak    

“Be Opened!” 

     We all have differences. These differences can either unite, separate or distance us from each other. 

Experience tells us that often the emphasis is on our prejudice, or criticism of people around us. This most 

happens when we find ourselves different from others, we usually end up distancing ourselves from them. 

Sadly, these differences can isolate us from other people. 

     Today’s Gospel reading presents to us a story about differences. Jesus is said to be in the Decapolis (ten 

cities) where people brought Him a deaf man who had a speech impediment. Basically, this scenario tells us that 

Jesus is going out into areas outside of Jerusalem to introduce people to the religion of “love.” Jesus is in a 

place where it probably was unacceptable to the Jews. This is so, because during this time Jewish people 

believed that they were the only people of God. Outside of Jerusalem can only mean dirty or unclean. 

     What is surprising in today’s Gospel is when Jesus healed the deaf man, he did it privately. This is unusual 

compared to the manner that Jesus normally performed miracles. Usually, he heals in the presence of people 

around him, not alone. Why did Jesus choose to do the healing in private? I believe there are two reasons: First, 

Jesus heals an outsider; second, Jesus wants to free this man from embarrassment and Jesus does not want to 

show off. 

     The healing of the deaf man tells us that the goodness of God knows no partiality. He could have avoided 

healing the man considered unclean due to his sickness and being an outsider. His goodness far exceeds the 

checking off the box of those qualifying as rich or poor, saint or sinner. The healing of the deaf man shows us as 

well, that Jesus does not want to “put on a show.” This may be contrary to people in our society who love to 

make a show. In fact, many like there to be a record of what they do. Some folks seem to like taking a 

photograph or video of every minute detail of everything they accomplish. Some would want their names 

carved or engraved all over whatever accomplishments in life God has made possible. Where’s the “Thanks be 

to God.” for all that humanity has accomplished. 

     Many times in our life, we are also deaf-mute people caused by our sinfulness. We have become deaf and 

mute of our own sins and sins occurring around us. Our conscience has become calloused due to excessive 

exposure to, if not actually sinful things, situations in which the abuses and social sins are tolerated. We are also 

deaf and mute when we abuse our capacity to  communicate  by the spread of fake news. We are deaf and mute 

when we communicate what is bad, gossip about people, or step on someone’s dignity.  

      Dear friends in Christ. In all our shortcomings, we ask the Lord to utter once again the healing words of 

Ephphatha, “Be opened,” and long for the healing touch of his warm embrace. All we need to do is ask and we 

will be cured.  


