
Blue skies and bright sunshine prevailed on Monday, September 13, 
as more than 80 men and women golfers gathered to participate in 
the 1st Annual St. Mary Golf Scramble at Steeplechase Golf Course 
in Mundelein. The friendly weather replaced the torrential rains, 
thunder, and lightning of August 9, the original date for the event, 
causing the Scramble to be rescheduled. 

The day began with Fr. Jerry reciting the beautifully arranged Golf 
Prayer (see inset) on the Steeplechase veranda. Then Event Chair 
Grant Bright gave the spirited command, "Let the Scramble begin!"  
And off went over 40 golf carts carrying cheering golf teams deter-
mined to drive the ball further, chip the ball closer, and putt the ball 
straighter, but mostly to enjoy a few hours of friendship and fellow-
ship on a sunny summer day. The sunshine and gentle breeze sparked 
smiles and playful verbal jabs on the putting green as the golfers 
sharpened their putting strokes during the Putting Contest, one of 
the many fun features offered at the event. When asked how his team 
might do, long-time parishioner Darrell Harmon put the day in 
perspective as he remarked, "Doesn't matter. . . golf is beautiful, and 
camaraderie is king!" 

Several hours later, the St. Mary golfers began pouring back into the 
clubhouse, sharing stories of victories and defeats on the 18-hole 
municipal golf course.  Sitting with his team as they opened their 
box lunches, parishioner John Fischer waxed enthusiastically, "We 
had a great time! We turned in a great score and came in with extra 
string!" (Golf teams were encouraged to buy lengths of twine when 
they registered. They could use the yarn to extend their putt, covering 
the distance from their ball to the hole, thereby saving an additional 
stroke at that hole.)

Linda Zucco was all smiles as she skipped up the steps to the club-
house: "We met the loveliest couple!  We all want to play together 
again next year!"  Eric Mayer, a newcomer to Mundelein and St. 
Mary's chimed in, "We've quickly fallen in love with St. Mary's and 
Fr. Jerry.  As strangers to Mundelein, we wanted to be part of a parish 
family.  And we found it!  And, oh yeah, we had 14 birdies and 4 
eagles out there today!"

Andy Nold brought a group of younger golfers to the event, "You 
might say I took advantage of the weather-mulligan!  When I heard 
there were openings for the re-scheduled Scramble, I thought it 
would be a nice treat for my employees."

As the September afternoon wound down, Mike Smith reflected on 
the event, "The camaraderie and sheer fun of the day was worth it all!  
We have to do this again next year!" 

A date for the 2nd Annual St. Mary Golf Scramble in 2022 has not 
yet been set, but judging from the enthusiasm of this year's Scramble 
participants, it will surely be a priority for the steering committee.  
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The Golfer’s Prayer

O God, who made the earth round and hurled it into space with 
infinite power and accuracy, bless us who are gathered here today, 

whose aim it is to imitate your divine action on the golf course. 

Grant us a portion of your power, smoothness, and accuracy. Give 
us poise, perseverance, and patience in our golfing efforts.

May our vision be keen as an eagle’s, our drives straight as aces, our 
irons sure as the birdies’ flight, our putts true and on the mark, and 
the fellowship above par! May we call only upon your Holy Name.

In gratitude for the funds raised to support the mission of Saint 
Mary of the Annunciation, we thank you for the generosity of all 

who have contributed to this golf Scramble.

May your blessings truly be with us this day. We ask for favorable 
weather, and may we truly enjoy the gift of this day, the camarade-
rie and good-natured competition, and above all recognize who it 

is we are called to serve in all things.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


