
NOVEMBER 3, 2019     31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
Luke sketches his characters quickly but with precision, 

telling us all we need to know to appreciate the situation. 

Zacchaeus was chief tax collector, a wealthy man, and 

short. Most important, he was a seeker, trying to catch 

sight of Jesus. Because of the crowd Jesus attracted as he 

was passing through town and because of his height, 

Zacchaeus had to climb a tree. His stature might not have 

been the only reason why. Tax collectors were nobody’s 

favorite; they collaborated with the Roman occupiers and 

became rich to the detriment of their own people. Up a 

tree would have been the safest location for a tax collector 

in a crowd. 

What makes this story so appealing is the joy that 

both Jesus and Zacchaeus show in meeting each other. 

“Come down quickly,” Jesus says, “for today I must stay 

at your house” (Luke 19:50). Zacchaeus drops quickly 

and receives Jesus with joy. The crowd, however, does 

not share in this joy. They grumble about a prophet eat-

ing with a sinner! But Zacchaeus holds his ground, say-

ing that if—notice the “if”—he has defrauded anyone, he 

will make amends four-fold, keeping to the strictest resti-

tution demanded by the law. Jesus, not to be overdone in 

generosity, proclaims: “Today salvation has come to this 

house” (19:9), adding that this is why he came in the first 

place, “to seek and save what was lost” (19:10). 

Sometimes we can find ourselves “up a tree,” 

even in our relationship with God. Remember Zacchaeus. 

Jesus brought him down safely and restored him to the 

community. This is why he still comes into our lives: to 

bring salvation to our own house. 

—James A. Wallace, c.ss.r. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living God’s Word 
Pray that you may know the God of whom Wisdom speaks today, 
a God who has mercy on all, who loves all things that are, who is a 
lover of souls, who has placed the divine imperishable spirit in us, 
and who patiently waits for us to believe. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Rom 11:29-36; Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36;  
 Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b; Ps 131:1bcde-3; Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;  
 Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14;  
 Lk 15:1-10 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Sunday: 2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14; Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15;  
 2 Thes 2:16 — 3:5; Lk 20:27-38 [27, 34-38] 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 

Monday, November 4, Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
8:00AM †Rosemary D’Andrea req. Victoria Hansen 
Tuesday, November 5 
8:00AM Living Maggie Neal req. Shirley Monahan 
 †Ernie Swanson  
                       req. Brother Robert & Karolyn Swanson 
 †Ernie Delisio req. The Family 
Wednesday, November 6 
8:00AM †Pat Donahue brother of Helen Hintz 
      req. Mary Nordhaus 
Thursday, November 7 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene & Family 
 †Hermino G. Ordonez req. Nunica Villaraza 
Friday, November 8 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt 
               req. Gene Schmidt & Family 
 †Brad Hansen, Sr. & †Danny Hansen  
             req. Hansen Family 
Saturday, November 9 
2:30PM Wedding: Katherine Starck & Jacob Self 
5:00PM Living Brenda Licocci  
         req. Parents Sam & Marguerite Licocci 
 †Sr. Rita Walsh req. Loretta Marecki 
 †Michael Nabasny req. Rita Nabasny 
 †Connie Henrich 
 †Natalie Kusek req. Nitch & Morrow Families 
 †Larry & †Bernice Fox req. Ed & Dolores Leuthner 
Sunday, November 10 
7:30AM †Betty Tauscher req. Husband Ed & Family 
 †Robert Martell req. Bud & Deon Loyal 
 †Jim Lauwers req. The Family 
 †Wally & †Angie Siudut req. RoseMarie Marsh 
9:30AM Living Gene Schmidt Family 
 †Lena Fruscione req. Husband Salvatore & Family 
 †Blanche McCormick  
        req. Daughter Mary Langlotz & Family 
 †Gregory Langlotz req. Wife Mary & Family 
 †Jerry Gerardi req. Jean Cooper 
11:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NOVEMBER 9 & 10, 2019 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Cambe Fr. Jacob Fr. Cambe Fr. Pelrine 

Deacons Deacon Gary—Preach Deacon Danny– Preach Deacon Danny—Preach Deacon Bob 

Lectors T. Powell 
J. Powell 

K. Lenzen 
M. Dressel 

B. Slack 
K. McCreery 

J. Matousek 
J. Smith 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
D. Washburn 
S. Washburn 
W. Pohl 
M. Pohl 
C. Fisher 
J. Murphy 
D. Harmon 
S. Harmon 

Deacon 
L. Bosshart 
M. Manning 
M. Manning 
M. Ecasno 
R. Hegerle 
J. Thompson 

Deacon 
C. Perrelle 
J. Fosselman 
S. Gunther 
C. Lutzow 
D. Slater 
H. Stumpf 
K. Arata 
J. Bruneau 
K. Pannhausen 
J. Rutledge 

Deacon 
E. McPherson 
S. Matousek 
S. Ropke 
C. Sims 
M. Schofield 
M. Job 
N. Martin 
J. Lyman 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, November 3 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 10:45AM Family Catechesis 
 11:30AM Anointing of the Sick at Mass 
 12:30PM Simbang Gabi Preparation Meeting 
Monday, November 4 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:00PM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
Tuesday, November 5 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray theRosary 
 9:00AM Lectio Divina Bible Study 
 5:30PM Religious Education Program 
Wednesday, November 6 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 6:00PM P.A.D.S. 
 7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, November 7 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Friday, November 8 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, November 9—Hospitality 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Sunday, November 10—Hospitality 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 2:00PM First Reconcilation Parent/Candidate Retreat 
 6:00PM Ignite High School Youth Group 



from 

Jacob’s Well 
Dear Parishioners, 

 This weekend the Catholic community remembers all the 

canonized saints and martyrs of the Church, who are models of fi-

delity and who, according to the Catechism, lived “heroic lives of 

virtue.” Many of us also cherish the memories of our deceased loved 

ones and friends, whom we also believe are among God’s commun-

ion of saints as we celebrate All Souls Day. We who are baptized 

are called to be like the saints as we discover and respond to God’s 

calling throughout our lives. Mathew Kelly uses the catchphrase, “to 

become the best version of yourself” when speaking of our personal 

call to become like the saints. Matthew suggests that the saints are 

those who discovered their essential purpose and who lived an au-

thentic life, a life that was pleasing in the sight of God.  

 In a sense we are all “saints in training” as we strive to 

discern God’s call for our lives and to become who God wants us to 

be. The Gospel proclaimed on the Solemnity of All Saints is the Beatitudes from the 5th chapter of Matthew’s Gos-

pel. Our Holy Father Pope Francis wrote a beautiful apostolic exhortation on the Beatitudes* in which he once 

again reminds us of the call to become holy. This call to holiness is given to each of us. Pope Francis speaks about 

a “practical holiness,” not being perfect, but by being fully who God made you to be. Pope Francis goes on to say 

that “Our lives on earth are God’s gift to us. They are of immense value only if its full measure is Eternity.” He 

also says that we should “not settle for a bland or mediocre existence.” These words if taken to heart are very chal-

lenging. Are we living the life to which God has called us? If not, what is keeping us from answering that call? 

Perhaps we need the example of the saints to inspire and intercede our behalf. 

 A few weeks ago, Pope Francis canonized St. John Newman and four others and challenged us to be, in 

Newman’s words, “kindly lights amid the circling gloom.” St John Newman was a convert from Anglicanism. As 

an upper class scholar in British society he did the unthinkable when he was received into the Catholic Church. 

Newman saw a clarity in Catholic doctrine and ethics that he saw vanishing in British society. Prince Charles at-

tended this canonization as the future head of the Anglican Communion. This was a gesture of immense ecumeni-

cal generosity. Prince Charles reflected that Newman’s fearless, honest example is needed today as the world is 

marked by division and intolerance. Newman’s example, he wrote, “is needed more than ever for the manner in 

which, at his best, he could advocate without accusation, could disagree without disrespect and, perhaps most of 

all, could see differences as places of encounter rather than exclusion.”  I could not agree more. I conclude with 

one of my favorite prayers written by St. John Henry Newman: 

 

 

THE MISSION OF MY LIFE 
God has created me to do Him some definite service.  

He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to another.  

I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.  

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons.  

He has not created me for naught. I shall do good. I shall do His work.  

I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place,  

while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments.  

Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away.  

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him.  

If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about.  

He may take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers.  

He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me.  

Still, He knows what He is about. 

 

 

All Holy Men and Women, Pray for us, 



 

WEDDING BANNS 

Katherine Starck & Jacob Self II 

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 
Brenda Licocci and Lorraine Mamola 

 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Robert C. Olsen, Virginia Feder, Merle F. Pease, 

Bob Martell, Kenneth Ebben, Ronald Pohl, Matthew Kubiak 

Do you know … 
A young adult in a college away or local? 
A young adult in a trade or trade school? 
A college-age adult home for the semester? 

 
 

If you answered YES - college connection ministry is looking to send 
them a small simple care package next month. 
Please send their name and address to  
stmarysconnection@gmail.com by Nov.3rd  

 

Donations: College Connection is collecting snack size candy to send 
in the care packages and we will gratefully accept any monetary dona-
tion to offset the cost of shipping.   Please label any donations College 
Connection and drop at the parish office or school by Nov. 4th 

Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel fol-
lowing the 8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the Eucha-
ristic Chapel on Fridays immediately following the 8:00 AM 
Mass .and 3:00 PM during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Reflection from the Catechism 
A selection from The Catechism of the Catholic Church that pertains to either  
the particular readings of the day or liturgical season or feast  

 
“Jesus calls to conversion. This call is an essential part of the procla-
mation of the Kingdom: ‘The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.’368 In the Church’s preach-
ing this call is addressed first to those who do not yet know Christ and 
his Gospel. Also, Baptism is the principal place for the first and funda-
mental conversion. It is by faith in the Gospel and by Baptism369 that 
one renounces evil and gains salvation, that is, the forgiveness of all 
sins and the gift of new life.”  

CCC, #1427 

Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection October 27, 2019  $           17,622.24  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           22,596.15  

Difference  $           (4,973.91) 

  

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         367,347.24  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         406,730.77  

Difference  $         (39,383.53) 

  

Difference vs. Last Year  $         (12,917.78) 

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

Parish Photo Directories Are Coming Soon! 
Back in June we wrapped up the photography sessions for our new 

parish directory. After several rounds of proofs and corrections, the 

directory is now in the process of being printed by LifeTouch. We ex-

pect it to arrive in a few weeks. Each household who participated in 

the portrait sessions will receive a directory. Once they are here, we 

will let you know how to pick up your copy. Thanks again to all who 

took part! 

Featured Book for November 
 

Letter to a Suffering Church: 
A Bishop Speaks on the Sexual Abuse Crisis  

By Bishop Robert Barron 
 

The sexual abuse scandal has gripped the Catholic Church for the 
past thirty years and continues to wreak havoc even today. It's been a 
diabolical masterpiece, one that has compromised the work of the 
Church in every way and has left countless lives in ruins. Many Catho-
lics are understandably asking, “Why should I stay? Why not abandon 
this sinking ship before it drags me or my children under?" 
 In this stirring manifesto, Bishop Robert Barron explains why 
this is not the time to leave, but the time to stay and fight. Reading the 
current crisis through the lenses of Scripture and Church history, Bish-
op Barron shows that we have faced such egregious scandals before; 
that the spiritual treasures of the Church were preserved by holy men 
and women who recommitted themselves to fighting evil; and that 
there is a clear path forward for us today. 
 For Catholics questioning their faith, searching desperately 
for encouragement and hope, this book will offer reasons to stay and 
fight for the Body of Christ. 

 
 

Feature resources can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3-4 donation is suggested to allow the parish to 

continue the program and offer new material. 

mailto:stmarysconnection@gmail.com


Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak               

 
“What Are You Doing Up in That Tree?” 

     I’m sure we’re all familiar with the story of Zacchaeus, the rich tax 
collector, who encountered Jesus from the branches of a sycamore 
tree. This story speaks volumes to our church about how wealth is 
distributed, not only here in Lake County, in Illinois, in the United 
States, but the entire world. And before you roll your eyes and think, 
“He’s not going there, is he?” What my thoughts are today, is how we 
can better put economic justice into action in our everyday lives. 
     Zacchaeus had grown very wealthy by taking advantage of his 
position as a tax collector. No doubt 
he had cheated people along the way, 
after all, that’s just the way business 
was done then, and probably is done 
today. The power of the Roman Em-
pire backed up his enterprise. But for 
some reason, Zacchaeus was inter-
ested in seeing and hearing from the 
man known as Jesus the Christ. His 
encounter with Jesus completely 
transformed him; it gave him a new commitment to economic justice. 
Zacchaeus promised Jesus to make things right. 
     The story should challenge us to at least think about what we can 
do to ensure that we, as Christ’s disciples, are moving towards eco-
nomic justice and supporting Pope Francis. Francis has spoken direct-
ly to the growing concern over economic inequality. In the United 
States, the richest 1 percent of the wealth owns about half of all 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds. Over the last ten years, that 1 per-
cent,  has seen their income grow approximately 86%. In that same 
time period, the incomes of the rest of the country, the bottom 50% of 
which owns only .5 percent of investments grew a mere 6.6 percent. 
Pope Francis, early in his papacy asked, “How can it be that it is not a 
news item when an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is 
news when the stock marker loses two points?” We should ask, 
“Where is the justice?” 

     What are we doing up in that tree? Like Zacchaeus, we may have 

at times, put our and our families’ wealth and well-being far above 

those who are homeless, penniless and know not where their next 

meal will come from. We’re up in that tree and our tree is this beautiful, 

magnificent church we worship in, and it should be a place where Je-

sus’ teachings of loving our neighbors should lead us to a desire to do 

something that encourages economic fairness and equality. Surely 

then, our tree, this church and the parishioners who make up that 

church, should be a good place to consider how we can be inspired by 

Zacchaeus to put God’s call for economic justice into action. We can 

start by considering participating in just one of the many social justice 

endeavors sponsored by our parish, and help work, at the Soup Kitch-

en, the Food Pantry, or with Meals on Wheels, etc. to “by baby steps,” 

help reduce the economic gap between us and them. “Zacchaeus, 

come down from that tree,” and begin to live the Gospels. 

November 12 Special Eucharistic Adoration 

Monstrance Blessed by Pope St. John Paul II to  Be Used 

Spend a Holy hour in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tuesday, November 12 
8:30 AM–6:30 PM 
In the Church 
 
St.. Mary of the Annunciation Parish is one of 
37 parishes participating in the Vicariate I Pil-
grimage of a visiting monstrance blessed by St. 
John Paul II. The purpose of the pilgrimage is to 
make known the love for the Eucharistic Lord 
and support for the priests who make it possible 
to adore. Each participating parish will have an opportunity to host a 
day-long Holy Hour in the presence of the monstrance with prayer 
intentions for priests and vocations. The pilgrimage is sponsored by 
the St. John Paul II Eucharistic Adoration Association of the Chicago 
Archdiocese together with support of Auxiliary Bishop Rojas. It began 
in September 2019 and it is hoped this initial pilgrimage will be suc-
cessful and be continued with the other vicariates and parishes across 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
 
The Monstrance was blessed by St. John Paul II from his hospital bed 
on March 2, 2005 and was among the final items to receive a papal 
blessing in the weeks before his death. The vessel was consecrated 
specifically to promote Eucharistic Adoration, prayer for priests, and 
vocations. The mission of the Eucharistic Adoration Association is to 
assist with establishment of Eucharistic Adoration programs in parish-
es and encourage the faithful in the adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. The purpose of the pilgrimage is to bring attention to the holy 
hour for priests and religious vocations. Without our priests we have 
no Eucharist. Our priests are the “border walkers” between heaven 
and earth as they bring the sacraments to the Mystical Body of Christ. 
The more we intercede and pray for our priests, the better they can 
bring Christ into the world! 
 
To learn more about the monstrance, visit the St. John Paul II Eucha-
ristic Adoration Association of the Archdiocese of Chicago website: 
www.pjp2ea.org 
More information about the Visiting Monstrance Pilgrimage with 
schedule of parishes can also be found at the Vicariate I website:  
https://vic1chicago.org/  
Did you know that more than 75% of seminarians come from a parish 
that has a Eucharistic Adoration program? 

The Respect Life Ministry thanks all who supported our 

October activities. Whether you prayed with us at Adora-

tion or donated to the Aid for Women Baby Shower,  we 

truly appreciate your efforts. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
 

9:00 AM 
November 28 
 

Your donation of  non-perishable 
food items is welcome. You may 
place them in the baskets on the altar 
steps or in the collection bin in the narthex. These items will be 
shared by the St. Vincent de Paul Society and Holy Family food 
pantries. 

http://www.pjp2ea.org/About-Eucharistic-Adoration-in-Chicago
https://vic1chicago.org/


Sharing Parish Christmas Gift Lists 
St. Mary Parish will once again participate in the annual donation of 

Christmas gifts to families in our sharing parish, Most Blessed 
Trinity.  Family names will be available after all Masses 

on the week-end of November 9 & 10.  
If you would like to purchase gifts for a 
family, stop by the table in the narthex to 
select your family.  ALL gifts MUST be 
wrapped, tagged and returned NO 
LATER than Monday, December 2. 

@youth_stmaryfc 

@youth_stmaryfc 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Youth Ministry 

St. Mary Childcare  
Virtus-trained adult volunteers and teen helpers provide childcare for 
children 6 months–4 years of age during the 9:30 Mass. All are wel-
come! Please contact Kitty White: kitty.white.kw@gmail.com if you 
have questions about the childcare ministry or are interested in volun-
teering. Please note: the childcare room will be closed on Sunday, 
December 1st (Sunday after Thanksgiving), Sunday, December 22 
(Sunday before Christmas) and Sunday December 29 (Sunday before 
New Year’s) 

2020 Chicago March for Life 
Are you interested in attending the 2020 Chicago 
March for Life on January 11? The Respect Life 
Ministry is organizing a group from St. Mary to 
attend. Please contact Deb Poynter at poyn-
terdebra@gmail.com if you'd like to come along. 

Remembering Our Dead in November 
A memorial for the remembrance of the dead has 

been placed near the vigil candles in church. There 

you will find our Book of the Dead. You are welcome 

to add the names of deceased loved ones you 

would like remembered during the month of 

November. 

 Surrounding the Book of the Dead are photographs and 

other mementos of those who have gone before us in faith. If you 

would like to add a remembrance, please write the name of the person 

to be remembered, plus your name and telephone number on the 

back or bottom of a photograph or other memento and place your 

memorial item on the table. You may retrieve your memorial after 

November 28, Thanksgiving Day. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Mass for Women 
Monday, December 2nd, 6:30 PM 

Join other women of the parish for a special liturgy intended 

to help women focus on the true meaning of the Advent sea-

son so that they might help their families and friends do the 

same. Invite a friend! 

mailto:kitty.white.kw@gmail.com
mailto:poynterdebra@gmail.com
mailto:poynterdebra@gmail.com


GIVE THANKS AND BRIGHTEN YOUR 
HOLIDAYS… 

by helping the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) collect non-
perishable food for local families and our sharing parish “Holy Family 
Food Pantry”. Families we’ve helped over the past year will come to 
Church before the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to receive 
food baskets. Joining hands with you and special friends, like the 
Knights of Columbus, Cardinal Stritch Council, enable us to bring a 
little bit of holiday love and joy to those we serve. 

Saturday, November 2 – Sunday, November 17 
collection bin in the narthex 

 
As you know, we also share in ministry of our Waukegan sharing 
parish food pantry. Your donations stock their shelves when families 
are in greater need of assistance during this time of the year. The 
pantry serves hundreds of families. “…it’s important at this time for 
our families because many of them have seasonal jobs that tempo-
rarily stop for the winter. This is when our families find themselves in 
greater need of food, when they’re making decisions of paying the 
rent or filling a prescription or paying their utilities”, said Holy Family 
Food Pantry.   
 
 

To Stock Holy Family Food Pantry Shelves 
1lb bags of rice / small bottles of oil / sugar / Ramon 
soups / ravioli / tuna / canned: corn, green beans, 
carrots, mixed vegetables / peanut butter & jelly. Toiletries 
(that can’t be bought with snap /link cards) such as: paper products, 
feminine products,  shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, diapers. 
 

To Fill Baskets:  
canned soup  &  fruit,  granola bars, oatmeal 100% juice boxes, mac & 
Cheese, pancake mix, syrup, breakfast cereal, crackers, cookies, 
popcorn, flavored rice, dry beans, pasta products & sauce, canned 
cranberry sauce, stuffing & broth (if needed to prepare) 

 
We also welcome cash, check or food gift card donations to the Alms 
for the Needy box or give to the office. Be sure to indicate if dona-
tions are intended for the “SVdP holiday food drive”. (The box is locat-
ed on the wall, next to the south entrance of the sanctuary.   Please 
contact us with questions or referrals at: Help Line  224-522-8863 or 
svdpdt@gmail.com 

Please check  expiration dates before donating.    

F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Two days ago we celebrated one of the Church’s greatest 

feasts: the Solemnity of All Saints. On this day we honor 

those disciples of the Lord who have gone before us into the kingdom 

of heaven. Inspired by their examples, we hope that one day we too 

will be counted among their number. This feast does not simply recall 

the “hall of fame” saints such as Mary, Peter, Paul, Francis of Assisi, 

Claire, Therese of Lisieux, Mother Teresa and Oscar Romero, et. al. 

We also honor the countless others who led lives of faith, service and 

virtue and have thus entered heaven. We confidently hope that this 

number includes faith-filled friends and family members who have 

gone before us. 

 Every Sunday you and I proclaim our belief in the 

“communion of saints” in the Creed. But what does this mean? Simply 

put, we believe that the life and unity of all believers transcends the 

bounds of space and time. You and I are joined with those who have 

gone before us…and with those who will come after. We are all con-

nected as a living body that has been saved by Jesus Christ, a body 

united in the praise and worship and service of a God who transcends 

our concept of time. The communion of saints is a living body of living 

people sharing a living faith, not a roster of deceased ancestors ex-

tracted from the dusty pages of history.  

 We usually associate the term “saint” only with those who 

died as martyrs, had mystical experiences, or who lived with such 

superlative virtue and charity that they seem superhuman. If the only 

saints are people who meet these standards, our chances are quite 

slim indeed! But we miss the point if we sanitize the lives of the saints 

so much that we lose their humanity. In reality, the saints we honor led 

lives of struggle and imperfection.  

 Peter denied even knowing Jesus. Paul led vigilante mobs 

that stoned Christians to death. Peter and Paul’s own relationship was 

very strained owing to Paul’s past and their vehement disagreement 

about how to bring Gentiles into the Church. Matthew was a traitorous, 

extortionist tax collector before he joined Jesus’ band of disciples. 

 St. Mary of Egypt was a serial seductress from Alexandria in 

the fourth century. She enjoyed “sexual adventure” and the challenge 

of seducing young men. Looking for more partners, she joined a group 

of pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, seducing everyone on board. 

However, while in the Holy City, Mary repented of her sins. She spent 

the rest of her life as a hermit in the desert and continually fought 

temptations to return to her former ways. 

 St. Jerome had a terrible temper, sharp tongue, and a caus-

tic pen. He denounced St. Cyril of Jerusalem as a heretic before re-

canting the charge. St. Callistus was a slave who skimmed money 

from the coffers he managed. Later, after mending his ways, he was 

elected pope. Hippolytus so objected to Callistus’ election that he set 

himself up as history’s first antipope. Years later, Hippolytus reconciled 

and is now recognized as a saint too. St. Cyril of Alexandria helped to 

depose another saint, St. John Chrysostom.  

 The stories could go on and on. The saints struggled in their 

human weakness just as you and I do, which is why they are great role 

models. They remind us that we are called to be better than we are – 

more loving, more servant-like – in the image of Christ. If they could 

overcome their failings, you and I can too! Sainthood is not perfection; 

it is a process of growth and dedication to Christ and his Gospel. An 

old adage says, “Saints are sinners who keep on trying.” Augustine 

said, “There is no saint without a past and no sinner without a future.” 

 Each and every one of us is called to holiness amidst the 

messiness and trials of daily life. Holiness is a journey, not a destina-

tion. Let each of us embrace this journey and look to those who have 

gone before us for inspiration and guidance…with a good bit of 

amusement thrown in! If these men and women could do it, so can 

you and I! If you wish to contact me, please send an email to dea-

conhwf99@yahoo.com. 

mailto:svdpdt@gmail.com


PRAYER FOR THE DIGNITY OF WORKERS  

Come Lord Jesus, be our light! Help us remember that we belong to you and to 
each other—that the joys, hopes and fears of our brothers and sisters around the 
world are also our joys, hopes and fears. As we gather in fellowship, and to 
purchase beautiful works of art and delicious food, we pray especially for our 
brothers and sisters who made these unique gifts. Fill us with hope as we purchase 
their beautiful handmade products. Be our light as we share their story with 
others.  

CRS Serrv Ethical/Fair Trade Sale 
November 16/17 after all Masses 

If you are unable to attend the sale in person, you may still order online. 
This is The St. Mary custom Serrv & Earn web link:  serrv.org?
a=StMaryFTshop 

 
“There is no worse material poverty … than the poverty which prevents people from earning their bread 

and deprives them of the dignity of work.”      —Pope Francis  
 
 
Serrv’s mission is to pay 
artisans fair wages and 
ensure safe working 
conditions, while creating 
opportunity for 
individuals, communities, 
and environments to 
thrive and grow. More 
than a business philosophy, fair trade is the development of relationships built on 
respect, honesty, freedom, and dignity.  
Security We pay fair wages up front, guaranteeing long-term, sustainable livelihoods 
for artisans and their families, and assuming all business risk associated with the sale of 
their products.  

Education  We invest in literacy, life skills, and vocation training for our artisans—and in 
access to education for their families—to grow businesses, self-sufficiency, and the 
opportunity for  a brighter future. 

Responsibility  We are accountable to artisans and farmers, their communities, cultures, 
and environments—and seek to build relationships based on respect, compassion, 
integrity, and transparency. 

Rights We are committed to men, women, and children achieving basic human rights, 
including safe working conditions, fair wages for their work, education, and freedom 
from exploitation. 

Value We honor the creativity and craftsmanship of our artisans’ work and tradition 

http://serrv.org/?a=StMaryFTshop
http://serrv.org/?a=StMaryFTshop


HUMAN 

CONCERNS 

COMMISSION: 
 

The mission of the 

Human Concerns 

Commission is to 

promote the Word and 

manifest the love of 

Jesus Christ by helping 

those who are in need, 

following the principle 

that “whatever you do 

to the least of my 

people, you do unto 

me.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THE MILITARY MINISTRY invites you to stop by  
after all Masses next weekend (November 9 and 10) 

to sign Christmas cards for Veterans in the local care facilities as 
well as draw pictures and write letters to the active service per-

sons from our parish and surrounding areas. 
 

 Lord God, Almighty Father, 
creator of mankind and author of peace, as we are ever mindful  

of the cost paid for the liberty we possess, 
we ask you to bless the current members of our armed forces  

and all veterans. 
Give them courage, hope and strength. 

May they ever experience your firm support, gentle love  
and compassionate healing. 

Be their power and protector,  
leading them from darkness to light. 

To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever.    
- Amen. 

ST. MARY RESPECT LIFE 
MINISTRY 

Election Prayer for Life 
O God, we acknowledge you today 

as Lord, not only of individuals, 
but nations and governments...We 
thank you for your law, which our 
Founding Fathers acknowledged 

and recognized as higher than any 
human law.  We thank you for the 
opportunity that each election puts 

before us, to exercise our solemn 
duty not only to vote, but to influ-
ence countless others to vote, and 

vote correctly. 
Lord, we pray that your people 

may...be awakened and that they 
do not cease to be Christians when 
they enter the voting booth.  Awak-
en your people to a commitment to 
justice to the sanctity of marriage 
and the family, to the dignity of 

each individual human life, and to 
the Truth that human rights begin 
when human lives begin and not 

one moment later.  Lord, we rejoice 
today that we are citizens of your 

kingdom.  May that make us all the 
more committed to being faithful 

citizens on earth.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
Frank Pavone 

www.priestsforlife.org  

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

From time to time, questions arise about what the 
connection is between the Catholic faith and the 
environmental sustainability recommendations 
presented in this column. Care for Our Common 

Home is one of the seven themes of Catholic social teaching. The US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops links stewardship efforts to our faith when 
saying: “We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of 
creation.” CFOCH is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our 
faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in 
relationship with all of God’s creation. The Bishops tell us ,“The 
environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that 
cannot be ignored.” 



Carmel Catholic High School Entrance Exam 
 Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 8 a.m.  
Fee:is $25.00 (checks payable to Carmel Catholic High School).  
In addition to the fee, eighth graders should also bring several #2 
pencils. Although pre-registration is strongly encouraged, it is not re-
quired.  Pre-registration will be available beginning on November 23. 
  Free bus transportation is available from area parishes and 
schools. Families are encouraged to visit our website, 
www.carmelhs.org/entranceexam/ for additional information regarding 
the Entrance Exam, including the bus schedule. 
 If there are special circumstances which prevent a student 
from taking the Entrance Exam on December 7th or if you have addi-
tional questions, please contact our Admissions Office at 
847.388.3418. 

The Women’s Center 
 2720 S. River Rd., Suite 234, Des Plaines, IL 
 
SEEKING DONATIONS:  We are in need of 5 infant car seat/carriers 
(by law all car seats must be less than 7 years old), 4 high chairs, 3 
toddler beds, 3 dressers, 4 single strollers, 5 baby carriers, 4 exersau-
cers and 4 baby swings.  Also needed are diapers in sizes 4, 5 and 6 
only, all sizes of pull ups, baby wipes, baby shampoo, lotion, baby 
food and formula (in date) and women’s hygiene items. We need win-
ter clothing for women and boys and girls in all sizes, including jack-
ets, snow suits, shoes and boots. These items cannot be picked up 
unless accompanied by baby furniture. The families who receive these 
things are grateful for your generosity. For our address where you can 
deliver these things or if a pick-up by a volunteer is needed, please 
call 773-794-1313. 
 Overwhelmed with gifts you can’t use? Please consider 
donating them to The Women’s Center for our Silent Auction. We are 
looking for NEW items: gifts for her-him-or children; gift certificates to 
restaurants- theaters-sporting events; sports equipment; housewares; 
jewelry; electronic or technology items, etc. You may not be able to 
use it, but we can! If you’re happy with all your gifts but would like to 
help us, please call 773-794-1313. 

http://www.carmelhs.org/entranceexam/


Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Maria Hutchins  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 

mailto:rkilkenny@stmota.org

