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Father Don Cambe, St. Mary’s associate pastor since early July, knew by 

the age of eight that he wanted to be a priest. Encouraged and supported 

by his parents, Hermie and Zeny, Don entered the minor seminary 

(high school) in his hometown and continued his studies at a Jesuit-run 

university in Manila. But upon graduation, Don harbored some doubts. 

“Academia wore me out,” he admitted. “I wasn’t sure the priest life was 

really what I wanted, so after graduation I got a job in HR at Security 

Bank.” 

Don progressed rapidly and his manager, a Chinese born-again Christian 

woman, appreciated his hard work. She offered him a new position with 

more responsibility and income. Once again, Don faced a crossroads. 

He declined the promotion offer. “Making that move, I determined, 

would cost me my life, the life I truly wanted.” Instead Don left the bank 

and returned to the seminary. 
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But Don’s association with his manager at Security Bank did not end. She not only accepted his decision to leave the 

bank but also offered to underwrite the cost of Don’s room and board for the next five years of seminary. “Talk 

about the grace of God!” said Don. “Through the years, we have managed to maintain a great relationship.” 

On September 15, 2007, Don was ordained Deacon Don Cambe.  With that step, Don faced another moment   

of truth; “I recall it was a rainy Saturday morning and I just broke down at the realization that I would not have a 

married life, I would have no children of my own. . . but the call was strong and I wanted to serve Jesus.” Deacon Don 

became Father Don in March 2008. 

Fr. Don’s work, from his assignments at parishes in the Philippines and 

Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago to St. Mary’s, is guided and supported 

by a simple, straightforward mission. It is, in Fr. Don’s words, the 

“attempt to share Christ as we enter the lives of people we serve in a 

loving fashion.” When asked about his experience at St Mary 

over the past several months, Father Don was quick to reply, 

“St. Mary’s is an easy-to-love people,” he says. “And I’m 

blessed to have a great brother priest to work with here at St. 

Mary!”

. . . but the call was strong and 
I wanted to serve Jesus. 




