
Celebrating 120+ Years at St. Mary School
For more than 120 years, St. Mary School has educated Catholics in Fremont Center and surrounding northern Lake County. 
From its rural one-room schoolhouse beginnings to today, St. Mary School has educated generations of parish families  
and left a lasting impression on those who have walked its halls.

Starting with the 2019–20 school year, due to a consolidation, all students attending 
St. Mary School, which has been called Frassati Catholic Academy – Mundelein 
Campus since 2017, will be educated at Frassati’s Wauconda Campus on the grounds 
of Transfiguration Parish. The consolidation marks the end of daytime academic 
classes at St. Mary School while still providing a viable Catholic education option for 
parish youth.

Within this issue we have asked a variety of people, “What sets St. Mary School 
apart?” Multiple generations of alumni and faculty responded passionately about the 
dedicated faculty, strong Catholic identity rooted in the teachings and traditions of  
the Church, the small, caring community, and a sense of family. 
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Pioneer School Days
The earliest reference to a school appears in the Annual Parish Report in 1884 
when Fr. William Goebbels recorded 11 boys and 12 girls being taught by one 
male teacher. There is no record of a school building on the original parish 
site near the present-day intersection of Gilmer and Fremont Center roads, 
so it may be assumed that the students were being taught either in someone’s 
home or in the church building itself. References to a school in archdiocesan 
and parish records in the 1880s and early 1890s are spotty so it is uncertain 
whether these fledgling attempts to establish a school were successful.

In 1896, under the direction of Fr. Joseph Rohde, a permanent school was 
founded, one that has been in continuous operation since that time. The 
Sisters of St. Francis from Milwaukee arrived that year and would staff the 
school for the next several years. 

The Catholic Directory of Chicago records St. Mary  
as having 52 students and three teachers in 1897. 

Around 1900, under the tenure of Fr. George Thiele, 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart from 
Mokena, Illinois, assumed staffing of the school.

Constructing the 1919 School
In 1919 at the behest of Cardinal George Mundelein, the parish broke ground 
for a new school and convent on one acre of land that had been purchased 
from long-time parishioner George Obenauf for $10. Parishioners financed 
much of the construction, which ultimately cost $20,000 – double the original 
estimate – and performed some of the labor. They excavated and backfilled 
the foundation, and more than a dozen horse-and-wagon teams hauled brick 
to the site. As the school neared completion, the parishioners also landscaped 
the grounds. 

The new building, now the oldest section of the present school, contained 
two classrooms, a chapel, and a convent for the nuns, who staffed the 
school. It was dedicated in 1920 with a celebration by Cardinal Mundelein 
of the Sacrament of Confirmation. A local newspaper reported that the 
crowd attending the dedication was the 
largest ever assembled at St. Mary. The 
events included a student choir and poetry 
recitations. The following year, the school 
graduated three students.

Dear Parish and School Families,

The long and treasured history of Catholic 
education at St. Mary parish is a blessing for 
which I know we all are profoundly grateful. 
Our parish ancestors back in the mid-1800s 
responded to God’s call to form a school and 
begin the academic and faith formation of 
their children. Over the decades the parish 
community and faculty have invested great 
love, generous sacrifices of time and talent, and 
strong financial commitments to pass the faith 
on to generations of Catholics. Our parish’s 
commitment to Catholic education remains a 
priority, which is why, due to low enrollment, 
Frassati Catholic Academy is consolidating 
onto one campus in Wauconda next year.

The news of this consolidation is marked with 
both sadness and opportunity. I join many of 
you who are saddened that our school students 
will not be on the St. Mary grounds during the 
daytime hours. At the same time, I am thankful 
that our schoolchildren have Frassati Catholic 
Academy – an excellent school that they are al-
ready a part of – that will continue the legacy of 
Catholic education for our young parishioners.

Just as I currently support our parish middle 
schoolers at Frassati Catholic Academy in 
Wauconda for school Masses and enjoy 
spending time with them in the classroom, I 
will continue to support the spiritual needs of 
our elementary students and look forward to 
serving them regardless of location.

Likewise, I ask for your ongoing commitment 
to Frassati Catholic Academy, which is our 
parish school. Please join me in offering your 
prayers for our school community, especially 
during this transition. I encourage our parish 
families to enroll their children at Frassati, 
and I invite all to lend their financial support 
so that Catholic education 
may continue to form and 
enrich the lives of Catholics 
for many generations.

Let us pray for one another.

Fr. Jerry Jacob 
Pastor

“"Fr. Rohde greeted us upon our arrival 

in Rockefeller, now Mundelein.  

We were escorted to a small house consisting 

of a kitchen, living room, bedroom, and a one 

room school. Despite some hardships, we had 

many consolations and found the people of 

Fremont very appreciative & responsive.“"

-Sister Hilaria, one of St. Mary’s first teachers

The small building on the right may have been the original church,  
relocated from the former parish site and used as the first school building.
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Baby Boom Boosts Enrollment
In 1959 Fr. Charles Burke recognized the need to accommodate the future 
growth of the school. He arranged the purchase of a one-room schoolhouse 
at the intersection of Fremont Center Road and Route 60.

The parish celebrated its centennial in 1964. Albert Cardinal Meyer, 
Archbishop of Chicago, presided at the solemn jubilee Mass on August 2, 1964. 
Nearly everyone in the parish attended the Mass, as did several former 
parishioners, pastors, and teachers including Sr. Hilaria, one of the first 
teachers at the school, who was now over 90 years old.

There were approximately 150 families in the parish when Fr. James Morrissey 
arrived at St. Mary in the fall of 1967 to replace Fr. Burke, who had died 
following a heart attack suffered the previous Christmas Eve. A brief history 
of the parish drafted by parishioner James McNamara reports that one of  
Fr. Morrissey’s principal concerns was to increase the school’s financial well-
being. To that end, he established a parish school board, whose members 
were elected by parishioners, to assist him in making decisions related to 
school policy. One of the first acts of the new board was to recommend that 
the one-room school, which had been purchased during Fr. Burke’s tenure, 
be sold and the proceeds used to renovate the existing school. 

Fr. Morrissey accepted the board’s recommendation, sold the one-room 
school, and launched an ambitious renovation of the 50-year-old school 
building. Renovations included cosmetic upgrades, structural repairs, and 
conversion of the nuns’ residence and chapel to classrooms. The nuns’ living 
quarters were moved across the street to the former Dorfler residence. The 
school faculty at this time consisted of three nuns 
and four lay teachers. By 1976 a fifth lay teacher 
and part-time physical education teacher had 
been added. Enrollment remained fairly constant 
at around 130 students.

The parish experienced significant growth during 
Fr. Morrissey’s pastorate. The parish annual 
report in 1971 reported 200 registered families, 
an increase of 50 families in just four years. That 
figure increased to 310 families by 1980. As the 
parish grew, so too did its financial needs and the 
need for new and larger facilities. To raise funds 
for the school and planned expansion projects, 
the parish launched several new fundraisers, 
including a parish dance and the 300 Booster 
Club, a monthly raffle with cash prizes. The most 
popular and longest-lasting fundraiser was the 
annual Pork and Corn Roast.

First Graduating Class of  St. Mary Business  College, 1930

St. Mary Business 
College
Recognizing that some of the young 
people of the parish would not have 
the desire or the opportunity to 
make a living on a farm, Fr. Bernard 
Laukemper established St. Mary 
Business College to train them in 
the skills needed to succeed in other 
careers.

Fr. Laukemper presided at the first 
graduation of the business college 
in 1930. Although relatively short 
lived, the business college served 
an important need during bleak 
economic times, and many graduates 
of the parish school took advantage 
of this unique opportunity to 
continue their education.
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Diantha Hall Expands School
One of the perpetual concerns of any pastor, particularly one who serves an 
older parish, is the maintenance and upkeep of aging facilities. By 1980, the 
church was over 90 years old and the basement hall was no longer large enough 
for most parish events. The 1919 school building too, even with the renovation of 
the former convent space, was no longer adequate. So, with the agreement of the 
parish council, Fr. Morrissey made the difficult decision to take on additional 
debt in order to build a new parish hall and significantly expand the school. 
The new building, named Diantha Hall in memory of long-time parishioner 
Diantha Hoffman and in recognition of the generous support of her and her 
husband Joseph, added four new classrooms and a large gymnasium, which 
doubled as a new parish hall.

Fr. Morrissey retired in 1983, at the age of 70, after sixteen eventful years as 
pastor, but he returned the following year for the dedication of Diantha Hall. 
His successor, Fr. Eugene L. Keusal, presided at the dedication.

The following spring, the parish began holding weekend masses in Diantha 
Hall, and that fall, two mobile classrooms were added to the school to 
accommodate the swelling population of the parish and school.

St. Mary Sweethearts
In 1947 Bill Steffenhagen moved from Chicago and started fifth grade at St. Mary School where he met his future wife, Ann 
Behm. They dated after high school and married in 1954. Ann recently recounted some of her school memories.

Back in the 1940s, St. Mary School families were mostly farmers as were Ann’s Behm and Obenauf ancestors, and they took 
turns providing the food for the three nuns who lived in quarters on the west side of the school building (now the first-grade 
classroom). Ann recalled bringing home empty containers to her parents, who would fill them with chickens, eggs, or milk, 
which she would take to the nuns.

Ann remembers Sr. Terrisina being a very nice, young person, and when “you got her on a subject she liked; she could talk and 
talk!”. Sr. Alberta instructed the older students, and Sr. Alderna served as the cook. Ann looked forward to caramels that the nuns 
would give out as a treat. Ann reminisces about Holy Days as a particularly special time. “It was a fun day for everyone. We had 

Holy Days off of school. We all went to church and would meet up with other relatives 
or have company over.” Typically, parents drove their children to school as there were 
no buses. Yet, Ann recounted a time when she was a young girl and someone forgot to 
pick her up. She said, “I remember walking home across the fields. It was a long way!  
I just hoped no dogs would come and bark at me.”

Ann and Bill continue to cherish close family bonds, their roots in Fremont Center, 
and their St. Mary connections. Their start as childhood classmates at St. Mary 
School developed into a life-long marriage partnership for which they and their 
families are greatly blessed.

"“That cute little girl in the row in front of me, that was Annie,“" said 

Bill Steffenhagen with bright eyes and a beaming smile. “"Sister sat me 

directly behind her, and I admit that I’ve had a crush on her ever since!"“
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Eighth-Grade Escapades
“First off, you gotta understand I was innocent…most of the time!” 
asserted long-time parishioner Joe Hertel before sharing stories of 
some of his adventures as an eighth grader at St. Mary School in 1970, 
especially his shenanigans with good pals Tony Grillo, Larry Wozny, 
and Rick Radzik.

“Tony was a bad influence, no doubt, but we were friends and the 
times were good,” Joe started, “and you knew something was up 
when Tony donned Sister Anastasia’s cape and umbrella and started 
parading around the class poking kids. ‘Course he only did that if she 
wasn’t in the class yet!”

“One time Larry put a sticker on Sr. Anastasia’s chair — sticky side 
up! Sr. didn’t realize she was wearing the sticker until later at lunch 
when one of the other teachers pointed it out. I’ll never forget her 
fury when she came back that afternoon. She gave the whole class a 
punishment. We had to write 500 times “I will not put a sticker on 
Sister’s chair!”

“Sometimes during the winter, the weather was so bad we couldn’t 
go outside for recess. During those times, Rick would bring a pack 
of playing cards to school. After a while, we got pretty good and our 
penny games turned into nickels and dimes! Sr. Anastasia found us 
out, this time during the height of one of our games…the pot was up to 
$8.39! I remember her saying ‘My eighth graders will not become a den 
of gamblers!’ and we wound up sending the pot to the missions!”

“There were times I recall thinking to myself, ‘Does Sister Anastasia 
ever wonder why she became a nun?’ Poor Sister Anastasia. She put up 
with a lot from us! We weren’t all bad. Tony and I were pretty good altar 
servers, and as a reward we were invited to show the new fourth-grade 
altar servers the ropes. After the fourth graders left the little church, 
we were putting things away and the next thing I knew, Tony flashed a 
big smile and there was an open bottle of the sacramental wine in his 
hand! Just then, Fr. Morrissey appeared and caught us in the act! Our 
punishment: serving 6am Mass every day during the Christmas break!”

Joe, Ralph Kordas, and Dan Lenzen still hang out together a few times 
a year, no doubt recounting at least a couple of the pranks that seasoned 
their memorable final year at St. Mary School.

Testimonials & Memories

Rebecca Galuska Class of 2010 
Thank you to all teachers who have or are currently 
teaching at St. Mary. This was where I first learned to 
love and appreciate Catholic education, and I was part 
of a community that felt like a family. After attending 
both a Catholic high school and college, I have a deeper 
understanding of how teaching at a Catholic school is a 
sacrifice of both money and job security. When people 
hear I am from the Chicago suburbs, everyone imagines 
I must be a city girl. Then, I love telling them that I went 
to grade school in a cornfield, and we used to be the only 
church in the archdiocese to have cows on our property!

Erin Gardner Parent of students 2010–present 
We chose Frassati for our family because we want our 
children to get a fantastic education while being nurtured 
as stewards of the Catholic faith. As soon as we walked 
through the doors, we felt like a part of this amazing, 
loving, and supportive community. Eight years later, my 
children continue to receive an excellent education and 
grow stronger in their faith.

Linda Goldsberry Class of 1964 
I came from St. Ita in Chicago with large classes to St. Mary 
where there were 3 grades in one room; it took a lot of 
getting used to. The nuns were the teachers. The smaller 
children were in a separate building down from main 
school and is now a private home. My first Midnight Mass 
was so very special, especially the small children carrying 
in Baby Jesus and putting Him in the manger.

Christina Hanrahan Kindergarten Teacher 2009–14 
I taught kindergarten at St. Mary and I loved every 
second of it! Every day was a new adventure and a new 
opportunity to help young minds develop. My experience 
was such a positive one because our school was a family. 
I loved every child that I had the honor of teaching, and I 
am so blessed to have had that opportunity. I would walk 
into the building and feel at home, because I loved and 
cared about everyone in the building, and I truly felt that 
the feelings were mutual. This tight-knit St. Mary’s family 
made my teaching career the amazing experience that I 
remember so fondly.

April Joan Labra-Renacia Parent of 5th grader 
Our favorite school tradition is the Daddy Daughter Dance. 
It focuses on the importance of fathers and daughters 
having a healthy and strong relationship. The first male 
bond that girls have is with their dad. This event teaches 
the girls what it means to be treated throughout their 
entire lives and that is with respect, love, and kindness.
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"I was so proud to show how this little school in the middle of the corn fields 

with cows across the street could have student work far above the norm.  

It’s a legacy that I am so proud to have been a small part." - K. Crotty

Sonza-Novera Educates for Three Decades
Much has changed in the 33 years that 
Mrs. Donna Sonza-Novera has been 
teaching at St. Mary, but her love for the 
children, families, and parish community 
remains constant. During that time, Mrs. 
Sonza-Novera has instructed multiple 
generations of St. Mary students.

Mrs. Sonza-Novera’s teaching role has 
evolved depending upon where she has 
been most needed. She currently teaches 
physical education and health at the 
Mundelein Campus and computers at 
both campuses. She also oversees the 
school library, before and after school 

care, and escorts 
students into the 
building during 
the morning car-
line. 

Mrs. Sonza-Novera has spent many 
late nights at the school installing new 
computer equipment, often beyond the 
midnight hours. She remarked, “The 
upgrade to Dell computer workstations 
in 1997 was very exciting both because of 
the large number of computers donated 
by Roger Fisher, and also because the 
police showed up to investigate our late-
night activity at the school.”

As technology coordinator, she has 
installed and instructed students on 
Apple computers, Dell workstations, 
Macbooks, Chromebooks, and iPads. 

“St. Mary was one of the first schools in 
the area to offer one-to-one technology 
for its students back in the 90s,” she 
remembered proudly, “and we have more 
than enough Chromebooks for current 
student needs.”

Mrs. Sonza-
Novera 
said of her 
teaching 
career at  
St. Mary, 

“I started 
teaching at 
St. Mary in 
1986 because 
it was convenient. I could teach gym two 
days a week while the eighth graders 
watched my newborn daughter.” She 
added, “This is my parish. This is the 
school that my kids went to. Students 
graduate, get married, and then send 
their children here. You develop a loyal 
relationship…so that’s why I’ve stayed 
here all these years; it’s like a second 
home to me.”

Kristina Crotty Art Teacher 1995-2015

I absolutely loved working and volunteering at St. Mary School. I 
wanted to give the kindergarten children a fun experience for our first 
art lesson, so their project was Shaving Cream Rainbows. Imagine the 
chaos that twenty-eight five-year-olds can make with shaving cream and 
food coloring. I had to lift each child to the sink and help wash their 
hands. As I set one child down and picked up the next one, EVERY 
child started playing in the mess again. The children never stopped 
coming to wash up. Eventually, I caught on to their scheme, but by then 
the seventh grade showed up for their class. The teacher, Stephanie Dahl, 
took one look at the pandemonium and said, with emphasis, “Mrs. 
Crotty, we will skip art class today, and instead, we will help with crowd 
control and clean up.” It was my first encounter with a St. Mary angel.

One year we had the children submit renderings of the GOOGLE 
logo for a national contest and had three students’ work make it to the 
nationals. An eighth-grade, life-sized sarcophagus project was displayed 
at the Art Institute in Chicago. 
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Deborah Dedeo Principal 1998–2009
St. Mary School and Parish continue to 
hold a very special place in my heart! 
The students were Christian in spirit, 
respectful, intelligent, and fun loving. They 
worked hard for their grades. I hope to 
have instilled in them a strong Catholic 
faith, the love of God, family, neighbor, 
and themselves. I also hope they developed 
a strong educational drive to continue 
their education. The faculty and I worked 
with them on making good choices and 
using their common sense. I hope I helped 
to instill confidence in each of them, a 
willingness to try new things, 
and the knowledge that they need not be afraid of failure.

I will always be grateful to Father Ron Lewinski for giving me the 
opportunity to be principal for 11 years. Fr. Ron was 

an excellent mentor and he was dedicated to the 
mission of the school, as well as to the faculty, 
parents, and students.

When I walk through the doors of St. Mary 
I feel I am home! I am grateful for all of 

the parents who gave so much of their time, 
talent, and treasure. The School Advisory Board, 

Home and School Association, athletic volunteers, 
and parents helped build a positive family spirit within our school 
community. Without their support and dedication, the school could not 
have thrived as well as it did!

Rita Gunther Kindergarten Aide 1993–2013 
I taught as an aide for 20 years…it has to be the next best thing 
to heaven! Little ones coming in each August to teach the ways of 
school – math, social studies, calendar, religion, music, art, gym, 
computers, library, and learning to read. My joy and favorite part of 
the year was as each student suddenly realized they could read! To see 
their eyes light up as all those letters and sounds now made sense was 
just so special! Watching those same students 
as they went on to other grades and rejoicing in 
their accomplishments: spelling and geography 
bees, DARE, First Communion, Confirmation, 
Scouting, 4H, graduation, and beyond. I have 
made many friends among the faculty, staff, and 
parents over the years at St. Mary School. The 
memories and friends will always be special to me. 

Marie Hertel Class of 1971 
One teacher taught two grades (1/2 & 3/4 at the little 
school; 5/6 & 7/8 ). We went to Mass every day. The best 
teacher I ever had was Mrs. Moe. The principal was also 
the 7th/8th grade teacher. My family has five or more 
generations that have attended St. Mary. I think everyone 
remembers when Grandpa Zaleski had the greenhouse 
behind the church and made sure each school child had 
a plant/flower to give to their mom on Mother’s Day. It 
was an honor to ring the school bell, walk the nun’s dog, 
BeBe, and learn great study skills.

Catherine (Kawa) Hansen 1978–1979 
I remember having our lunches in the little church 
basement. Our 8th grade dance was also held there. Our 
classes were held in one of the mobile homes that were 
there at the time. I feel blessed having the opportunity 
to have attended such a wonderful school with such rich 
history and abundant faith. I am still an active parishioner 
and have enjoyed experiencing all the changes and 
building friendships throughout the years.

Rose Ann (Beelow) Kraemer Class of 1949 
I was born in 1936 in a farmhouse about one mile from  
St. Mary. My brother was one year ahead of me and I 
studied with him; I knew how to read before I started first 
grade, even though there was no kindergarten class. We 
usually walked or rode our bikes to school. There were 
two teaching nuns plus one as a housekeeper: Sister 
Lillian taught grades 1 – 4 and Sister Alverna taught grades 
5 – 8. Father Nabholz was the parish priest. We loved 
going to the rectory to say hi, get their blessing, and get 
candy. My brothers and parents (Beelow), grandparents 
(Bauernschmitt) and great grandparents (Tradt) are all 
buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Barbara Titus Lane Class of 1955 
When I attended St. Mary, there were only three 
classrooms with two or three grades in each room. One 
of the classrooms had a door that led directly into the 
nun’s living area. One day I had forgotten my lunch, and 
I was led into the dining room of the nun’s quarters to 
be fed. I was full of awe to be in their private area. As the 
years passed, being with the nuns, I could even race from 
church back to school along with Sister Margaret—her 
long, rosary beads swinging by her side. I felt very special 
the May I was chosen to crown the Virgin Mary statue in 
the church. I was thrilled when our class made our own 
nativity figurines, starting with pouring of the molds and 
ending with the baked-on glaze after painting them. 
Some of us siblings had Sister Superior Justina. She 
was a much younger nun when she taught our father, 
Joseph Titus. Our German Titus relatives moved to the 
Fremont area before the parish was formed. We have five 
generations of our family buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
St. Mary plays a special part in my ancestral history.

Principal Dedeo (right) receives the U.S. 
Department of Education's National Blue 
Ribbon Award for St. Mary School's  
Excellence in Education in 2007.
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Frassati Catholic Academy Opens
As Frassati Catholic Academy opened in 2010, Fr. Ron Lewinski, pastor of St. Mary of 
the Annunciation (1996–2014) and President, Frassati Catholic Academy (2011–2017), 
shifted the educational paradigm and created the first regional Catholic middle school in 
the Archdiocese of Chicago.

Frassati Catholic Academy is named after Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, a young man from Turin, Italy, who was devoted 
to the Eucharist and living out the Beatitudes. The school 
was formed with the support of Santa Maria del Popolo in 
Mundelein, St. Mary of the Annunciation in Fremont Center, 
and Transfiguration in Wauconda. The academy educated sixth, 
seventh, and eighth-grade students from its parish elementary 
schools in classrooms located on the grounds of Transfiguration 
School in Wauconda. It increased middle-school class sizes and 
allowed faculty to focus on the specific academic, spiritual, social, and emotional needs 
of middle-school students. This collaborative approach among neighboring parishes 
developed into an entity called the Catholic Consortium of Lake County.

The new middle school garnered the attention of educators throughout the diocese, across 
the country, and around the world. In fact, the original six core faculty teaching positions 
at the middle school attracted 700 resumes according to founding Frassati Principal, Dr. 
Diane Vida (2010–2015). A contingent of teachers and students from Italy toured Frassati 
in 2014 to learn about Frassati’s middle school and to unite around their shared patron.  
In 2011, Fr. Lewinski received the Distinguished Pastor of the Year Award from the 
National Educational Association for his visionary work.

Fr. Lewinski and Dr. Vida championed Bl. Frassati’s Italian words of “Verso l’alto,”  
or “Reach for the Heights,” as a way of motivating students to always do their best.

Frassati Today
Frassati Catholic Academy challenges students to live out the Beatitudes as did its patron, 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. Academic classes meet rigorous state and archdiocesan 

standards, and students are taught to be critical thinkers and compassionate 
Christian witnesses. Faith is incorporated throughout the Frassati experience 
with prayer, Bible readings, weekly Mass, service opportunities, and sacraments. 

The academic curriculum includes 1:1 
Chromebook technology and computer 
instruction, Spanish for all grades, music, art, 
physical education, health, and a wide array 
of clubs and extracurricular activities.

In 2016 the names of St. Mary and 
Transfiguration schools were retired and 
rebranded as Frassati Catholic Academy 
Elementary and Middle School with campuses 
at both parishes. Current enrollment across 
both campuses is 305 students in preschool 
through eighth grade. Approximately 100 of 

Support Catholic Education
Be a Frassati Eagles supporter 
by making a donation today!

Consider making your gift in 
memory or honor of someone 

who has made  
a difference in your own  
Catholic faith formation.

You may give online at  
www.frassaticatholicacademy.org/
donate or mail contributions to:

Frassati Catholic Academy 
316 W. Mill St. 

Wauconda, IL 60084

847.526.6311

We invite you to  
visit the Frassati website  

for more information  
or call the office to arrange 

 a personalized tour.  
Registration for the  

2019–20 school year is ongoing,  
and space in some classes 

is limited.

“"Frassati is cutting edge, the first of its kind, and 

a model for the future of Catholic education.“"  

-Fr. Ron Lewinski
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those students are educated on the Mundelein 
Campus. The move to one campus in Wauconda 
starting in the fall 2019 will increase class sizes 
from 7 or 8 students in smaller grades and 
13 in larger grades, to a right-size classroom 
enrollment in the mid-twenties.

A variety of services remain in effect to aid 
families. Students will continue to be offered transportation through 
the Fremont and Wauconda School districts as well as a Frassati bus 
shuttling students between the Mundelein and Wauconda locations 
in the morning and afternoon. Before- and after-school care staffed 
by school faculty will continue to be offered at both the Mundelein 
and Wauconda campuses. These services together with archdiocesan 
and parish financial assistance, can make attending Frassati Catholic 
Academy feasible for your family.

Sharon (Bell) LoMastro Class of 1978 
I have fond memories of such things as Metric Man, Disco 
Duck, travelling to Springfield (both 7th & 8th graders) 
for several days, participating in the last day of the year 
Lakewood Forest Preserve picnic, going to Wiech’s Inn 
after basketball games, and school dances. We sang at 
St. Mary of the Lake Seminary during the bicentennial 
of 1976, and even buried a time capsule in front of the 
school, that has yet to be unearthed! We all loved listening 
to Chris Misik’s mother, Mrs. LaKome play the organ in 
the loft of the little church. Our school musicals and plays, 
under the guidance of Chris LaKome-Misik, were always 
held on the stage at Fremont School. We can’t forget 
about Mr. and Mrs. White, our teachers from Ireland!

Clare (Manning) McConville Class of 1989 and 
parent of current students My fondest memories of 
St. Mary come from my early years as a student. In first 
grade, Sister Kim Marie, a nun with a genuine smile and 
kind spirit, passed on her love of reading. Every kid knew 
of Mrs. Carlson’s tough reputation even before they got 
to second grade. When you did something wrong, she’d 
give you the “look” but also had a sly smile joking about 
her imaginary friend from her childhood. In third grade 
while creating a burned edge effect on our Mother’s Day 
cards, Mrs. Moncelle set off the smoke detector in the then 
closed-off front porch. Little did I know that reading the 
play Cheaper by the Dozen and singing songs from Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat would lead me to 
my career as a teacher of theater and English. My husband 
and I were blessed that our three children have been able 
to attend St. Mary and were able to have a quality Catholic 
education to ground them for the rest of their lives. I am 
forever grateful for the education and experiences that 
my children and I will carry with us. That little school will 
forever hold a very special place in my heart.

Mary Chris LaKome-Misik Teacher 1973–1981 
The memories I cherish of my teaching years at St. Mary’s 
will always remain part of my heart! Fr. Morrissey offered 
me my first teaching job after graduating college. I taught 
music & theatre & 7th & 8th core classes. Memories of the 
shows we produced, Oliver, A Christmas Carol & more, and 
the incredible students who shared their joy of the arts 
from 1st through 8th grades was joyous. But most of all I 
remember my students. They gave their all to the music 
& the shows & that was contagious & they gave me the 
start of a long teaching career: I thank & love them all. 
May they always have music in their lives.

Emma Roberts Class of 2018 
Some of my favorite memories were made in Mrs. Ellison’s 
first grade class. It was here where I sparked my love of 
writing with small journal prompts and creative story 
writing. Another first grade memory was the teddy bear 
sleepover. We all brought in teddy bears and Mrs. Ellison 
set them up all over the room after school so in the 
morning we were all surprised to find the bears doing 
fun things all around the room! Another was the mock 
baptism. I got chosen to be the mom and I was so excited! 
Fr. Ron came in and we even dressed up my doll in my 
own baptism gown and had a “real” ceremony.
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School Traditions Spark Fun & Build Faith
May Crowning
Each May a girl from the oldest class reverently placed a beautiful floral wreath on the 
statue of Mary during a ceremony honoring Mary as the Queen of Heaven. Likewise, a boy 
crowned the statue of baby Jesus, and First Communicants dressed in their sacramental 
best formed a color guard lining the aisles for the procession. Students sang hymns of praise 
for the Blessed Mother – Immaculate Mary and Bring Flowers of the Rarest. 

Mission Parties
Fun games abounded at school mission parties. Particularly popular were the 
cakewalk and a makeshift jail where students could send a friend or teacher to 
jail and pay to get them out again. Students brought money to buy tickets for the 
activities, and in the early years, the Sisters sent the funds to their missions around 
the world. In recent years the faculty selected a variety of worthwhile charities and 
incorporated a festive Mardi Gras theme.

Concerts and Plays 
Students and faculty mounted many plays and performances, held first at Fremont 
School, then in the little church basement, and finally in Diantha Hall. Christmas 
programs featured elements of the traditional Christmas pageant with students 
portraying the Holy Family, shepherds, wise men, and angels while choral concerts 
showcased religious songs. Students rehearsed long and hard before proudly 
performing on stage for their parents and the parish. 

Grade School Buddies
At the start of each school year, students looked forward to learning who their buddy would be. Older students were 
paired with younger students to accompany them at Mass, read stories together, share a Thanksgiving feast, and even 
attend field trips together.

Field Day or Spartan Sports Day
What could be better than a springtime school day spent outside playing 
games? Being on the winning team, of course! In the 1990s and early 
2000s, students played on either the gold or the blue team and competed 
in capture the flag, kick ball, and tug-of-war. Later, the games included 
cooperative relay races, water bucket brigades, and a giant Jenga board, 
but still closed with the infamous tug of war, pitting the older students 
against the teachers. 

Raising Chicks and Butterflies
The sounds of little chicks peeping and pecking engaged students during their springtime 
science unit on the life cycle of a chick. Students cared for the eggs in an incubator, candled 
them to view the growing embryo inside, and watched in awe as the hatchlings pecked their 
way to freedom. Some teachers also incorporated raising caterpillars to butterflies 
into their curriculum, allowing students an opportunity to observe the stages of 
metamorphosis and to delight in the release of the 
beautiful butterflies. Both experiences exposed students 
to valuable Catholic teaching on the sanctity of life and 
care for the environment. 
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Christian Witness Award
At the end of the school year, 
each grade voted for one of their 
classmates to receive the Christian 
Witness Award, the highest award 
earned at St. Mary School. The 
award recognized the recipients  
for being faithful Christian role 
models who emulated Jesus. 

Living Stations of the Cross
During Lent, the eighth grade class reenacted the passion, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, to more deeply immerse themselves in 

the scriptures. Adorned with 
costumes and carrying props, 
the well-rehearsed students 
moved throughout Diantha 
Hall, prayerfully and solemnly 
walking the scenes of the 
stations of the cross.

Debbie Stoeckel Teacher 1993–2012, Parent of SMA 
Students 1984–1999 St. Mary School will always hold 
a special place in my heart, it was our second home for 
so many years. All four of our children attended from 
kindergarten through eighth grade, and my husband and 
I made lasting friendships through our involvement in 
school activities. Having the opportunity to teach students 
at St. Mary from third grade through eighth grade was a 
true blessing for me, and the faculty members I worked 
with were some of the finest educators I have had the 
pleasure to know throughout my teaching career.

Diana Suhling Class of 1954 
My father, Joe, was the first in our family to attend St. 
Mary School in the mid-1920s. I started in 1946. Sister Rita 
Marie was my 1st and 2nd grade teacher. My 7th and 8th 
grade teacher was Sr. Justina, the same teacher my Dad 
had in the mid-1920s. I was followed by eight siblings, 
the last graduating in 1974. My oldest daughter attended 
1965–1973; she was taught by Sr. Rita Marie, like me. 
Second daughter, 1967–1975; third daughter 1974–1982. 
The fourth, my son Brad, attended 1977–1985, and then 
taught 5th grade in 2018–19. His daughters were the 
first in our family to have kindergarten at St. Mary. The 
oldest,1999–2009, the second, 2003–2012. This is the Joe 
Titus family at St Mary…a span of 87 years. My favorite 
subjects were Math and English. I’m grateful for Sr. Justina, 
who shared her love of numbers, which I used in my 
career. I love my St. Mary’s.

Barbara (Rose) Hertel Swanson Class of 1969 
While in 2nd grade, our little class performed at St. Mary 
Seminary in a Christmas show for the nuns and kitchen 
staff. I remember that day vividly; I sang my heart out. 
50 years ago I graduated with 8 other girls and 6 boys. 
This class was the only class to spend half a day of school 
(during 8th grade) at the neighboring Fremont Grade 
School for math, gym and science. Between the 15 of us, 
we went to four different high schools. No more cornfields 
next to the school. No calves across the street. No daily 
Mass before school. How life would change for us when 
we left St. Mary.

Sydney Szalinski Class of 2015 
When I was at St. Mary, my best friend, Eileen, and I would 
help our moms set up and clean up various events. Since 
the decorations for these events were stored in the attic, 
we always knocked three times to let the resident ghost 
know that we were coming up. We never went through 
the small door to the right of first-grade room either, 
because we were told that the ghost lived in that room. 
St. Mary has given me so many memories. It is where I 
grew up and met my best friend. 

Lauren Thompson Class of 2007 
I have very fond memories of my time at St. Mary.  
One thing that sticks out to me is the 8th graders putting 
on the Stations of the Cross every year. I was honored to  
be a part of it. It sounds simple, but it really paints an  
accurate picture of what St. Mary’s is and was: a place  
for kids to learn about their Catholic faith and set them  
up for success in life.

Michael Hendricks Student 2001–2008
Some of my earliest memories come from a small building on 
Erhart Road. Memories of piling into the back of the family’s old 
van to head there with my four older siblings, of watching them 
navigate the untouchable older years of sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade—and wanting to be as adult as they were, when I reached 
that point. Memories of basketball games in a gym with a tiled 
floor and no three-point line, looking to my dad for guidance as 
he walked the sidelines, coaching.

St. Mary of the Annunciation, at least in large part, was where I 
grew up. I distinctly remember the first book I learned to read 
without help, Tiger is a Scaredy Cat—still a classic, by the way. 
I think fondly on the Three Musketeers award that Michael 
Stearns, Jude Krauss, and I won in kindergarten for being all 
but inseparable. It’s odd, but when the three of us get together as 
college graduates, what we reminisce on is those younger years. 

Yet, even though those days are in the past, St. Mary will 
always hold memories. After leaving, I’ve returned to teach 
Vacation Bible School, to read at Mass, and to donate books. 
I’ve sought former teachers for their perspective on a life 
of study. And that’s the 
point: even after leaving, 
you could always come 
back. For that, for all of 
the above, and more, I am 
grateful for that little  
place on Erhart Road.
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Jonathan Soudan Class of 2012
I’ve always viewed this school and community as one body, in a 
similar fashion to the church. The faculty were the head, granting 
us wisdom that not only encompassed traditional subjects, but 
also taught us how to make decisions and act. The staff were 
like the feet, always soldiering on and carrying the rest of us 
forward so we could continue. We, the students, were the hands 
set out into the world to expand our faith and learn of the world 
as indeed we should. The most important piece however, was 
the heart. To have a heart full of faith is to know God and praise 
what he does by showing the world just what you can do for it.

I could never underscore just how important the faith instilled 
in me by this institution has been. In trying times, I find I often 
have an advantage over my peers in that I have the genuine 
belief that everything happens for a purpose. To quote a friend, 

“You live like even though things aren’t okay, they will be no 
matter what; I’m jealous.” To this very day as a junior at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign I feel the reach 
of my strong roots and can barely find a day where there isn’t 
something that can be solved by remembering my faith, my 
foundation. I can guarantee I would not have been interested in 
a STEM field and I would not currently be studying Chemical 

and Biomolecular engineering without the fun I 
had at St. Mary and FCA. My favorite part, from 
an academic perspective, was that everything 
was made fun and engaging. Learning…loving…
faith…these three words are the source of my 
strength, and St. Mary taught that to me.

What About the Building?

Although the St. Mary School building will 
no longer be used for daytime academic 
classes, the parish and school will continue to 
hold a multitude of activities in the building, 
including: Frassati’s before and after school 
child care, religious education, Vacation 
Bible School, teen ministry sports nights, 
the St. Vincent de Paul Pasta Party, and food 
preparations for St. Mary Country Fests.

The tradition 
of Catholic 
education 

will continue.
Thank you 

for your support!

Fr. Ron Lewinski prays at the tomb of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati in Turin, Italy, just 
three weeks prior to his death in 2017.

For more testimonials or to submit yours, visit the parish website.


