
DECEMBER 8, 2019     2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Busy Waiting 
John the Baptist warned people to change their lives or be 

excluded from God’s kingdom. His water ritual was a 

way for people to show that they believed him, but it 

wasn’t the only sign they were to give. When some Jew-

ish religious leaders said they wanted to be baptized, 

John demanded that they prove it. These leaders thought 

that, simply because they were Jewish, God would in-

clude them in his kingdom. 

 We cannot claim that our Christian Baptism 

guarantees us a place in God’s kingdom, either. In the 

Second Reading, St. Paul makes it clear that although 

God has extended salvation to all, both Jews and Gentiles 

must treat one another with patience, mercy, and love. 

Everyone who wants to live in a world without violence 

or pain, danger or devastation, must surrender to God’s 

Spirit, just as Jesus did. 

 Sometimes we think of Advent as a season of 

waiting for God, but John the Baptist reminds us that 

God is waiting for us, too. God waits for us to blossom 

into holiness, to spring up with deeds of love. If we don’t 

get busy preparing for God’s arrival, “the ax lies at the 

root of the trees.” But if we demonstrate our sincere de-

sire to turn toward the Lord, we become signs for others 

to follow. And then, with Christ in our midst, “the earth 

shall be filled with knowledge of the Lord” and God’s 

kingdom “shall be glorious.” 
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Fruition 
Holy Lord, 
from your Chosen People came a royal descendant,  
a righteous ruler, a Savior filled with your Spirit. 
In him you reveal your perfect and powerful love, 
a love that encompasses all people. 
Through your Son, you liberate the world 
from hatred, injustice, and violence, 
so that all creation may know true harmony and lasting peace. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
grant us wisdom, strength, patience and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts we need to bear good fruit  
and to be signs that your kingdom has begun. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Readings for the Week 
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,  
 or any readings from the Common of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;  
 Mt 11:2-11 

Weekend Mass Times:  

Sat. 5:00pm 
Sun. 7:30, 9:30,11:30am 

 
 

www.stmaryfc.org 
Facebook: @stmarymundelein 

Twitter: @stmarymundelein 
Instagram: @stmarymundelein 



Mass Intentions 

Monday, December 9, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00AM †Gertrude Ewald req. The Family 
 †Gene Schmidt req. Tom & Sally Hanley 
Tuesday, December 10 
8:00AM †Brad Hansen, Sr. & †Danny Hansen  
          req. Hansen Family 
 †Stephan McMahon req. Geri Graham 
Wednesday, December 11, St. Damasus I, Pope 
8:00AM †Ronald Pohl, Sr. req. Victoria Hansen 
Thursday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:00AM †Rita Schmidt req. Husband Gene 
 †Gene Schmidt req. Lee & Pat Morelli 
Friday, December 13 
8:00AM Living Mike & Sherry Schmidt  
          req. †Gene Schmidt Family 
 †Jeanette Urbain req. Daughter-in-Law Bridget 
 †Frank & †Maria Vullo  
         req. Duane & Fran Schmidt Family 
Saturday, December 14 
5:00PM †Tom Forte req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Mike J. Nabasny req. Rita Nabasny 
 †Lena Fruscione req. Husband Salvatore & Family 
 †Sr. Grace Panettier  & Josephine req. Family 
 †Anna Marie Holtz req. Jan Sinkovec 
 †Loudelle Werling rerq Lisa Semen 
 †Cecilia Pier req. Susan Lat 
Sunday, December 15 
7:30AM †Ralph & †Virginia, †MaryLou Diebold 
          req. Daughter & Sister Darlene Dorfler 
 †Robert E. Jones req. Victoria Hansen 
9:30AM For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
11:30AM †Krista Baum Hook req. Beauvais Family 
 †Mark Fiore req. Victoria Hansen 
 †Tom Schnite req. Wife Beverly & Family 
 †Jerry Kuderna req. Ed & Dolores Leuthner 
 †Maria Robinson req. Daughter Anna Marie Paret 
 †Patrico Paret req. Wife Anna Marie 
 †John R. Slattery req. Kim Meyers 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS DECEMBER 14 & 15, 2019 

Mass Times 5:00PM 7:30AM 9:30AM 11:30AM 

Presiders Fr. Cambe Fr. Cambe Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob 

Deacons Deacon Danny Deacon Gary Deacon Bob Deacon Mike 

Lectors M. Ori 
A. Schaen 

M. Escano 
L. Zyzda 

B. Slack 
M. Arata 

E. Roberts 
E. McPherson 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon 
J. Schwartz 
C. Kasamis 
T. Kennedy 
J. Powell 
T. Powell 
G. McQuillan 
S. Tracy 
D. Prezell 

Deacon 
R. Peterson 
K. Lenzen 
L. Zucco 
E. Tauscher 
P. Tekampe 
M. Tekampe 

Deacon  
LM Davis 
J. Fisher 
K. Pieniazkiewicz 
T. Gawne 
T. Bartels 
C. Bartels 
L. Kuderna 
S. Kajohn 
S. Monahan 
A. Capulong 

Deacon 
M. Crutcher 
L. Dela Cruz 
Z. Dela Cruz 
L. Tooke 
SE Poletto 
O. Santos-Trinidad 
A. Thompson 
K. Crotty 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 8—Little Way Book Sale 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 10:45AM Family Catechesis  
Monday, December 9 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, December 10 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Adoration Begins 
 9:00AM Lectio Bible Study 
 9:30AM Moms of St. Mary 
 2:00PM Prayer Shawl Meeting 
 5:30PM Religious Education Program 
 6:30PM Adoration Ends 
 7:30PM St. Mary’s Moms Rosary Group 
Wednesday, December 11 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 6:00PM P.A.D.S. 
 7:00PM Parish Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, December 12 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Pray the Rosary 
 7:30PM Contemporary Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 13 
 8:00AM Mass 
 8:30AM Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Saturday, December 14 
 5:00PM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Sunday, December 15 
 9:30AM Childcare 
 9:30AM Liturgy of the Word for Children 
 12:30PM Simbang Gabi Preparation Meeting 
 6:00PM Ignite High School Youth Group  





Pray the Daily Rosary 
Please join other parishioners in the Eucharistic Chapel fol-
lowing the 8:00 AM Mass Monday through Thursday. 
 

Pray the Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet 
The Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet is prayed in the Eucha-

ristic Chapel on Fridays immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass .and 
3:00 PM during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Family Rosary 
Join us for Family Rosary Saturday Devotion, requested by Our Lady 
of Fatima, every First Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM.  

Pray for 
all who suffer illness, pain and grief: 

Ed Tauscher, Dolores Siwak, Patricia Kupchinski, 
Marilyn McCormick, Evelyn Martin 

 

 and for the repose of all who have recently died: 
Sharon Tommer Gene Schmidt,  
Edward Schumel, Ernie DeSalvo 

Reflection from the Catechism 
A selection from The Catechism of the Catholic Church that pertains to either  
the particular readings of the day or liturgical season or feast  

 

“We can therefore hope in the glory of heaven promised by God to 

those who love him and do his will.4 In every circumstance, each one 

of us should hope, with the grace of God, to persevere ‘to the end’5 

and to obtain the joy of heaven, as God’s eternal reward for the good 

world accomplished with the grace of Christ.” 
CCC, cf.#1821 

Parish Photo Directories Are Here 
All families who had their photograph taken for the new parish directo-

ry may pick up their complimentary copy at the parish office.  

St. Mary Childcare  
Virtus-trained adult volunteers and teen helpers provide childcare for 
children 6 months–4 years of age during the 9:30 Mass. All are wel-
come! Please contact Kitty White: kitty.white.kw@gmail.com if you 
have questions about the childcare ministry or are interested in volun-
teering. Please note: the childcare room will be closed on Sunday, 
December 1st (Sunday after Thanksgiving), Sunday, December 22 
(Sunday before Christmas) and Sunday December 29 (Sunday before 
New Year’s) 

Featured CD for December 
 

Advent:  
Rethinking the Season  

By Dr. Tim Gray 
 

Advent is an odd season. Unlike most other seasons, it’s a season 
that isn’t about itself, but is instead about preparing for Christmas. But 
that reality often gets lost in the shuffle and stress of trying to find all 
the right gifts, decorations, and dinner ingredients. In this talk, Dr. Tim 
Gray uses storytelling and the readings of the Old Testament to ex-
plain that we need to live the ‘pre-season’ of Advent well, so we can 
be prepared to welcome and receive the greatest gift God the Father 
wants to give us at Christmas: His Son, Jesus. 
 

Feature resources can be found at the wooden kiosk in the narthex. 
Please remember a $3-4 donation is suggested to allow the parish to 

continue the program and offer new material. 

Mementos from November’s Remembrance Table  
may be picked up from the parish office. 

Stewardship Report   

Sunday Collection December 1, 2019  $           21,733.93  

Budgeted Weekly Collection  $           22,596.15  

Difference  $               (862.22) 

   

Current Fiscal Year-to-Date*  $         479,977.58  

Budgeted Sunday Collections To-Date  $         519,711.54  

Difference  $         (39,733.96) 

Difference vs. Last Year  $         (18,683.79) 

   

Thanksgiving  $              2,923.00  

Thanksgiving Prior Year  $              2,859.00  

Difference  $                    64.00  

   
*Note:  YTD amount reflects updates by bank to postings and adjustments.   

Celebrate the Immaculate Conception! This 

ancient feast is usually observed on De-

cember 8th. But this year December 8th is 

the Second Sunday of Advent (a feast day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ always takes prec-

edence) and the solemnity of the Immacu-

late Conception is transferred to Monday 

and the obligation to attend Mass that day is 

temporarily lifted.  

Even so, let us  rejoice in the gift of our Blessed Lady, who willingly 

placed her life at the mercy of our Creator and bore the Son of God.  

 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Monday, December 9, 8:00 AM Mass 

mailto:kitty.white.kw@gmail.com


Deacon Deliberations  
by Deacon Gary Kupsak             
 

“How Can the World Be Better?” 
        This Sunday we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. There 
is a real temptation to see Advent and Christmas as some sort of 
warm, fuzzy, and cute time. Maybe we see it as a time to look on a 
manger scene and walk away saying to ourselves “Gosh, Jesus is 
really nice, and God is nice, yes Mary is nice too.” We really love all 
that Advent and Christmas bring (with the exception of the bills), and 
most likely our intention is to keep on doing all the things that most 
often reflect Christmas – The gift-giving, the parties, the decorations, 
the family traditions---they are all good. 
     And although I don’t want to throw cold water on our warm 
thoughts, this holy season can’t just be about that. It can’t be all senti-
mentality and nothing more. This season’s meaning is so much deep-
er, should be so much more life-changing, so much more world-
changing (yes world-changing). And that’s why we have John the 
Baptist, the voice crying out in the desert, the one who is kind of 
“shaking things up.” He is the one the Church places before us during 
this holy season, he’s the one challenging us to be more. 
      Each of you most likely have a different opinion on what the world 
is like today. Some may see it as rosy and welcoming and others may 
see it as a hostile and unkind. But we don’t have to disagree on what it 
may become---a world full of love, a kind of love that makes friends out 
of enemies, hope out of despair, life out of death. Not possible you 
say! Not without faith. Not without God’s help. 
     But also, and this is a very important point, not without our help. 
The world that God envisions (and we hopefully also envision) will 
NOT happen by accident.  Jesus came into the world to transform it, to 
sanctify it, to save it. But the work of Jesus here on earth was not fin-
ished with his Resurrection. We are here to carry on, to open our 
hearts to God’s grace, and to do whatever we can, however we can to 
spread the “Good News.” To keep shaking up the world so that people 
may more readily see the goodness and blessing that God brings into 
our lives, and through us, into the world. 
     My friends, when we say, “the world is as good as it gets,” we’re 
simply passing the buck, taking the easy way out. No, the world does 
not need to change to be better. You and I need to be better. You and 
I need to be better. You and I need to be better. Hopefully our need to 
be better results in our doing something positive to make our parish, 
our community, our county, our state, our nation better. Those things 
we can accomplish, simple or more complex, are the fruit John spoke 
about. That’s why a better world is possible, because Jesus who 
comes to us will make each of us a better person---if we let him.    

     Make the world better by starting in your own backyard. Knock, and 

the door will be answered.   

Advent & Christmas 

Reconciliation Service 
Thursday, December 19, 7:00 PM 
A short Liturgy of the Word followed by an extended 
period for individual confession 

Simbang Gabi Mass 
Sunday, December 22, 3:00 pm 
One of the novena Masses celebrated in 
preparation for Christmas. Organized by the 
Filipino community of Lake County.  
Reception follows after Mass. 

Christmas Masses 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 
  Contemporary Choir, incense-free 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass, incense-free 
10:30 PM  Christmas Eve Mass, incense used  
  Parish Choir 
 
Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass, incense-free 
11:00 AM Christmas Day Mass, incense-free 

Brass Quintet 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Jo-
seph 

Saturday and Sunday, December 28 & 29 
5:00 PM Saturday, 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 AM Sunday 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Mother of God  

Tuesday, December 31 & Wednesday, January 1 
5:00 PM New Year’s Eve,  9:00 AM  New Year’s Day 

The floral arrangement at the altar this week-
end has been donated in memory of Jennifer 
Trisilla, by her parents, Fred & Lottie Cnota. 



 

@youth_stmaryfc 

@youth_stmaryfc 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 

Youth Ministry 

POSSIBILITIES 

Nothing is impossible for God 

and his Blessed Mother. 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

When I used to work in the Loop years ago, I would often run 
across street corner preachers at major intersections, particu-

larly along State Street. With bullhorn in hand, they called out to 
the passersby urging them to heed the call of Christ. I’m not sure 
I ever saw anyone stop and talk to these gentlemen. Of course, 
that might be because in my hurry to get somewhere I never 
stopped to talk to them either! The last thing I wanted to do in my 

haste was to become embroiled in a messy discussion of religion. 
Besides, I was actively practicing my Catholic faith and the preachers’ 
messages were surely directed at those who were not practicing their 
religion. 
 
As we do every year on the Second Sunday of Advent, we recall the 
story of John the Baptist, a street corner preacher of his day. Although 
he did not use a bullhorn (or street corner, for that matter), John cried 
out from the desolate wilderness outside of town and urged people to 
change their lives. It was a less hurried time, so people did stop to 
listen. But (as in our day and age), few took the message to heart. 
Pharisees and Sadducees, priests and Levites came to observe the 
spectacle, but they did not see that John’s message of conversion 
applied to them in any fashion. After all, they went to synagogue every 
Sabbath and they were the ones active in various ministries! If any-
thing, these folk saw themselves as role models whom the “twice a 
year” Jews (you know, the ones who only showed up for Rosh Hasha-
nah and Passover) should emulate. 
 
The call of John the Baptist that rings throughout this Advent season 
does indeed apply to all of us. No matter how much we practice the 
externals of our faith, we are all in need of inner reform. And the world 
around us needs to be transformed into the Kingdom of God. Simply 
attending Mass 52 Sundays a year is not sufficient on its own. We are 
called to lead lives of service and prayer that bear fruit for others. We 
put a lot of effort into preparing our homes for Christmas, but do we do 
anything to prepare our lives…and the world we live in…for the com-
ing of Christ?  
 
Not only do you and I need to listen to John the Baptist, but in another 
sense we are also called to imitate John the Baptist. No, we don’t have 
to live in the wild, wear animal pelts, and eat insects. But all of us are 
called to give bold witness to Jesus by our words, deeds and lifestyles. 
We are called to act for justice and charity as we treat others with love 
and compassion rather than with judgement and scorn. To the extent 
that you and I fall short of this and fail to produce good fruit for the 
Lord, we are rightfully the target of John’s wrath.  
 
Serving the downtrodden and those in need sounds altruistic, but it is 
really hard, dangerous work. This work extends beyond getting our 
personal lives in order into the messy business of transforming the 
world into the Kingdom of God. Like John, giving witness to Christ and 
the Gospel may often require us to take unpopular stances versus the 
prevailing wisdom of the world. It involves inconvenience, risk and 
sacrifice. Ask yourself: How energetic have you been in advocating for 
government policies and tax rules that care for the poor ahead of the 
wealthy? For policies and programs that protect immigrants and refu-
gees? For regulations and practices that protect our common earthly 
home?  For attitudes and laws that consistently protect human life 
from conception until we are called home in a natural death?  
 

While animal pelts and insects are not required, you and I are called to 
make straight the path of the Lord, to “grease the skids” for the arrival 
of the Savior and his Kingdom, by putting the Gospel into action in our 
words, deeds, values and attitudes. We can start by caring for those in 
physical, spiritual or emotional need. We can start by embracing a 
position of love and compassion first, rather than worrying about pro-
tecting what is “rightfully mine.” May you and I take to heart the Bap-
tist’s call to repentance, change and sacrifice for the sake of Christ and 
the Gospel. 
 
Instead of over-indulging ourselves and our children with countless 
presents, let’s take care of those in need by including charities that 
serve the poor at the top of our Christmas giving lists! There are many 
worthy charities, but please consider Catholic Charities 
(www.catholiccharities.net) and Catholic Relief Services (www.crs.org) 
in your holiday giving plans. Let us produce good fruit as evidence of 
our repentance. If you wish to contact me, please send an email to 
deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 
 
 

SIMBANG GABI 2019 
 

Simbang Gabi is a unique Fillipino tradition of celebrat-
ing nine-day novena of Marian Masses to heighten our 

preparation for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Through Simbang Gabi, the participating 

parishes of Vicariate I, deaneries A, B and C offer the faithful a deep-
ening of spiritual experience that leads to a more meaningful Christ-
mas season.  

Mass at  
St. Mary of the Annunciation is  

December 22, at 3:00PM. 
 
Each of the parishes listed below will host one of the evening Masses 

DATE TIME PARISH Address  

Sun. Dec. 15 3:00PM St. Anastasia 624 Douglas Ave. Waukegan, IL 

Sun. Dec. 15 7:00PM St. Raphael The Archangel 40000 N. Hwy 45 Old Mill Creek, 
IL 

Mon. Dec. 16 7:00PM MBT Immaculate Conception 508 Grand Ave. Waukegan, IL 

Tues. Dec. 17 7:00PM St. Joseph 114 Lincoln Ave. Round Lake, IL 

Wed. Dec. 18 5:30PM St. Paul of the Apostle 6401 Gages Lake Rd Gurnee, IL 

Thu. Dec. 19 7:00PM St. Dismas 2600 Sunset Ave Waukegan, IL 

Fri. Dec. 20 7:00PM St. Gilbert 301 East Belvidere Rd Grayslake, IL 

Sat. Dec. 21 5:00PM St. Patrick 1500 Wadsworth Rd Wadsworth, IL 

Sat. Dec. 21 7:30PM St. Mary of the Vernon 236 US Hwy 45 Indian Creek, IL 

Sun. Dec. 22 3:00PM St. Mary of the Annunciation 22333 West Erhart Rd Mundelein, IL 

Sat. Dec. 22 7:00PM Prince of Peace 135 S. Milwaukee Lake Villa, IL 

Sun. Dec. 23 7:00PM Our Lady of Humility  
Most Rev. George J. Rassas 
(celebrant) 

10655 Wadsworth Rd Zion, IL 

Maligayang Pasko Sa Inyong Lahat  
(Merry Christmas to Everyone) 



Have you ever known a moment 
when, just for a brief instant, you felt 
that all was right with the world? It is 
just such a moment, stretched into 
eternity, that the writer of Isaiah 
describes in today’s first reading: 
the perfection of everything, cen-
tered in God’s spirit, where 
knowledge, justice, and awe in 
God’s presence reign. In such a 
paradise, everyone sees eye to eye 

and thinks in harmony with each other, as Saint Paul describes in his 
letter to the Romans. Even animals with a natural animosity toward 
one another coexist peacefully. John the Baptist understood that such 
harmonious relationships do not simply happen. They are the fruit of 
living in right relationship with God and others. 
 
EDEN, REVISITED 
Remember Eden? God created humans and all creatures in love, for 
love. The failure of humanity recorded in the book of Genesis is that 
from the beginning people have tended to desire, not to be like God, 
but to be gods. Instead of seeing the fingerprint of our creator in oth-
ers, we tend to see them as competition. Where there is abundance, 
we see scarcity. We seek the things of this world rather than seeking 
and finding God’s life and goodness in our midst. The writer of Isaiah 
paints a far better picture, which Christians have seen as a foretelling 
of the Christ, the Anointed One of God, Jesus. 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND 
Knowing Jesus as the One for whom the people of God have longed 
helps us to understand John the Baptist’s strong words to the Phari-
sees and Sadducees in today’s Gospel passage. They had the re-
sponsibility to lead the people toward right relationship with God and 
others, and instead had failed to produce the fruits of faithful living 
themselves. John did not prevent them from approaching him for the 
baptism of repentance, but asked them to turn their lives more faithful-
ly to God and live accordingly. John understood himself as the forerun-
ner of the One for whom the people had been waiting—the one upon 
whom the spirit of the Lord rests, the spirit of wisdom, understanding, 
counsel and strength, knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
 In Advent, we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming 
of the Lord. Not that Jesus has not already come, or that the Lord is 
not already in our midst; rather, we take this season to appreciate in a 
new and fuller way that God’s coming as a child in Bethlehem and 
Christ’s promised return are about the establishment of the kingdom of 
God—already in our midst and yet not known in its fullness until the 
Lord returns in glory. 
 
Today’s Readings: Is 11:1–10; Ps 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; Rom 15:4–
9; Mt 3:1–12 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



The Human Concerns Commission is made up of the following ministries:  Be-

reavement, Care for Our Common Home, Divorce and Beyond, Domestic Violence 

Ministry, Mental Health Ministry, Military Ministry, Ministry of Care, PADS, Feeding 

the Hungry, Prayer Angels, Prayer Shawl Ministry, SVdP, and Respect Life.    
 

The commission welcomes all parishioners to prayerfully consider how to best 

serve.  If you feel called to learn more information about any of the above min-

istries or about human dignity and social justice issues, please contact Diane 

Mulroe in the parish office. 

THIS WEEK’S CARE FOR OUR COMMON 

HOME TIP:   Keep it simple! Pope Francis 

cautions us to avoid the “culture of consumerism” 

when he says, “A constant flood of new consumer 

goods can baffle the heart and prevent us from 

cherishing each thing and each moment.” A simpler “outer” life, free of clutter and 

distraction, makes it easier to be more spiritual. In turn, spirituality leads to a less 

attached and simpler outer life. A virtuous circle!  Material simplicity is an intentional 

pathway to more joy, happiness and the flourishing of God’s Creation. Filter 

acquisition decisions through a lens of needs v. wants. “Less is more”. 

Do you know a friend, neighbor 
or relative who is no longer able 

to attend Mass? 

Many of the people who are home-
bound participate in the Mass by 
watching the Mass on TV. But they 
are missing a key element by not 
being able to receive the Eucha-
rist. We have a ministry which 
brings prayers and Communion to 
people who are homebound called 

“Ministry of Care” or MOC.   

Ministers of Care typically visit on 
a weekly basis and thereby bring 
the love and support of the com-
munity of St. Mary’s Church to 
them. All Ministers of Care have 
received archdiocesan training and 
participate in ongoing faith for-

mation opportunities. 

If you or someone you know 
would like a Minister of Care to 
come to your home and bring 
communion, please contact Di-
ane Mulroe in the parish office. 

Additionally, we have Ministers of 
Care bring Holy Communion to 
patients who are at Advocate Con-
dell Hospital on a regular basis 
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 
each week beginning at 9:30am. 
For hospital patients the reception 
of Holy Communion is not only a 
spiritual benefit as they partake of 
the Body & Blood of Christ, but it's 
also a sign of support, comfort and 
concern shown by the Parish Com-

munity for its Members.    

If you are hospitalized, be sure to 
indicate when you arrive at the 
hospital that you are Catholic and 
that you would like a Minister of 

Care to bring you communion. 

ST. MARY OF THE ANNUNCIATION PRAYER ANGELS 
This ministry is for anyone who has regular access to their email and agrees to pray 
for the intentions and needs of our parish community as they arise.   
How it works:   If you are in need of urgent prayers for yourself or a family member, 
you simply email your request to Diane Mulroe dmulroe@stmota.org  and then your 
request will be added to the next outgoing Prayer Angels email.   
If you would like to be a praying member of the Prayer Angels Ministry, you sub-
scribe to receive emails.  Once you are subscribed, 
you will periodically receive an email with the names 
of those who are in need of urgent prayers as well 
as the names of our beloved deceased.  As a mem-
ber of the ministry, you agree to pray for those in 
need of our love and support.  To join/subscribe via 
www.stmaryfc.org or email dmulroe@stmota.org  

Archdiocese of Chicago Office of Human Dignity & Solidarity 
XIV Annual Posada: Seeking Immigration Reform 

December 13 @ 7:00 am - 9:00 am 
Walk and pray in solidarity with our immigrant sisters and brothers who — as the 
Holy Family sought a place to stay — are seeking legislative shelter, “Posada.” 
Meet at 101 West Congress Parkway / Ida B. Wells Parkway 
Phone:  312-534-8105 Website:   http://www.catholicsandimmigrants.org/ 
 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 





Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:40 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekday at 8:00AM 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Thursday, Friday  

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      

Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 

Parish Office Hours Monday–Friday 8:30AM–4:00PM 

Parish Staff 

 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 
Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal,          Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Maria Hutchins  Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
Rev. Ken Kiepura 
Rev. Ed Pelrine 
Weekend Associates 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Mr. Fred Vipond Ext. 234 
Director of Music & Liturgy FVipond@stmota.org 
  
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 
Dan Prezell 

Sheila Dalton 
Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

Sandra Fioretti-Frank* 
 

Finance Council 

Larry Molloy 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Tom Zengeler 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
Kevin Igielski* 

 

*ex-officio, secretary 

mailto:rkilkenny@stmota.org

