
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs. 

(Matthew 19:14) 

The St. Mary Childcare Ministry extends this invitation 
to the youngest members of our community and their 
parents to take advantage of the childcare offered during 
the Sunday 9:30 am Mass. Under the leadership of Jennifer 
Barnes and Kitty White, the ministry’s adult and teen 
volunteers provide safe and loving care to infants and 
toddlers, allowing their parents to participate more fully in 
the Mass. Christine Schaefer, a mom of three and recent 
childcare volunteer, shares, “When my husband and I drop 
off our youngest in childcare, we walk away from Mass 
having participated more and can also guide our older two 
children through parts of the Mass better as well.” 

At least two volunteers (one Virtus-trained adult and one 
teen) staff the childcare room at all times. Lori Roberts 
says the volunteers “truly are the hands and feet of 
Christ, providing loving care to our youngest members. 
The rocking chair in the childcare room is a visible sign to 
all—we care about you, your children and grandchildren.” 
Several teens who benefited from the ministry when they 
were younger now give back by volunteering themselves. 
Brayden Barnes recalls that when his mom dropped him 
off, he would scream and cry while the volunteers held 
and comforted him. When he stopped crying, he enjoyed 
playing with the cars and racetracks so much that when 
his mom came to pick him up, he didn’t want to leave. 
Today, as a volunteer, he loves to play with the kids and 
see them smile.

St. Mary of the Annunciation 

A seasonal publication to inspire and engage our parish community Winter 2020
Photo by Joel Alonzo

CHILDCARE MINISTRY: A DOORWAY TO COMMUNITY
By Jennifer Bruneau

Nolan Schaefer and Emmett Matousek enjoy playing with the cars 
and racetrack under the watchful eye of childcare volunteer Christine 
Schaefer, while teen helper Sarah McQuillan rocks and comforts 
Carter Matousek.
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Teens Sarah McQuillan and Kate Roberts, past childcare 
participants, now find volunteering fun, especially getting 
to know so many families. “The time just flies,” McQuillan 
says, “and before you know it, the parents are there to 
pick up the kids.” Roberts adds that volunteering is also a 
great way to get service hours.

More information about the Childcare Ministry is 
available on the parish website or you can email 
stmarychildcareministry@gmail.com. Barnes and White 
invite families to stop by the childcare room located at the 
rear of the narthex. They welcome volunteers of all ages 
to consider joining their caring crew.


