
Frassati Catholic Academy opened its doors to 234 
students this August in close adherence to CDC 
health and safety guidelines amid the global pandemic. 
Following the remote learning experience of last 
spring, the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools 
surveyed families and found that they and their students 
overwhelmingly preferred to return to in-person learning. 
With the Archdiocese committed to reopening its schools 
for in-person learning, Frassati Principal Tammy Kleckner 
led a team of faculty and staff who worked throughout 
the summer to develop school-wide safety procedures, 
communicate reopening guidelines, reconfigure 
classrooms for social distancing, and more. 

As local public schools pivoted to remote learning 
for the fall, Frassati experienced an increased interest 
from prospective families. More than 100 new families 
contacted the school over the summer inquiring about 
its in-person reopening plans. The average class size is 
approximately 20 students, and due to the differing size 
of classrooms and the need for social distancing, almost 
all grades have reached their new “COVID-19 capacity,” 
and some grades have wait lists. Only seventh grade is 
currently accepting new students. 

The new health and safety guidelines are extensive: 
everyone must wear a mask, students are grouped into 
cohorts by class to limit exposure, faculty teaching 

special subjects such as Spanish, music, and art rotate to 
the grade-level classrooms. Students are given socially 
distanced mask breaks throughout the day outside, 
and all equipment, including the playground, is sanitized 
between cohorts. If anyone in the cohort tests positive 
for COVID-19, the cohort quarantines for 14 days before 
returning to in-person learning.

Frassati families also have the option to choose fully 
remote e-learning conducted by Frassati teachers and still 
retain the connection to their school community, Catholic 
faith formation, and seat in the classroom.  Families who 
have chosen the e-learning option welcome twice-daily 
visual check-ins with their student’s teacher.

Principal Kleckner stated, “We know that students learn 
best when they are in the classroom with their teachers 
and their peers, and so we are making every effort to 
provide in-person learning this school year. It is thanks 
to the tremendous commitment and dedication of our 
faculty as well as the cooperation of our families, that this 
is possible.”

She added, “Our school community is happy to be back 
together. Students are engaged in classroom learning, and 
should we need to pivot to e-learning for a cohort or the 
school, our faculty is ready to make that transition.”
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Students at Frassati Catholic Academy returned to the classroom this fall, with students, including the fifth-graders shown here, observing the 
safety protocols of wearing face masks, maintaining social distance, and remaining within their cohort to limit interaction between grades.
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