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Vision: 
That all  
generations  
at St. Mary  
and in the  
surrounding  
community  
encounter Jesus  
and live  
as His disciples. 
 
Mission: 
We are called  
to go out  
and share  
the Good News, 
making disciples 
who build up the 
Kingdom of God 
through  
meaningful 
prayer, effective 
formation and 
loving service. 



Mass December 21-27, 2020  
Monday, December 21, 8:00 AM 
†Steve Jelen     Mary Jelen 
†Judie Audland                  Mary Jelen 
 

Tuesday, December 22, 8:00AM 
†Gertrude Ewald   The Family 
 

Wednesday, December 23, 8:00AM 
Living Duane & Fran Schmidt Family 
†Gene Schmidt                                    The Family 
 

Thursday, December 24,  8:00 AM 
†Edelle Baranoski                    Daughter Liz & Glenn Knuth Family 
†Paul & †Helena Hwang                  The Family 
†Anna Scott                    Victoria Hansen 
†Marty Gaughan              Mike & Marcey Gaughan 
†Arley & †Angie Rill   Mike & Marcey Gaughan 
†Jim & Judy Bentley  Mike & Marcey Gaughan  
 

Thursday, December 24, 3:00PM 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Thursday, December 24, 5:00PM 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Friday, December 25, 7:30 AM—Christmas 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Friday, December 25, 9:30 AM—Christmas 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Friday, December 25, 11:30AM-Christmas 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Saturday, December 26, 5:00PM 
Living Meredith Labuda B.D.          Aunt Shirley Monahan  
 

Sunday, December 27, 7:30AM 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary of the Annunciation 
 

Sunday, December 27, 9:30AM 
†Gene & †Rita Schmidt       The Family 
†Donald Poole 1st Anniversary      Wife Jeanne Cooper 
†Jim & †Sophia Kirn                       Daughter Nancy & Jeff Uhler 
 

Sunday, December 27, 7:30AM 
†Patricio Paret                                   Wife Anna Paret 
†Vinnie Dederich       John Schmitz, Jean Tretow-Schmitz 

Pray for 
those who have recently died: 

Philip Meier, Bob Amend, Fr. Mark Andrews,          
Dwayne Wolski, Theodore Ruzbasan, Robert Pettinger,  

Allen Thomas Friello, Donald St. Clair 

Livestreaming 
 

St. Mary livestreams the 9:30am Mass on Sundays as well as 
the 8:00am daily Mass. The feed goes to our parish Facebook 
page. You do not need to have a Facebook account to view the 
broadcast. After Mass ends, the broadcast remains posted for 
access at any time. The livestream link is on our website or you 
can enter https://www.facebook.com/pg/stmarymundelein/posts/ 
into your browser.  

Readings for the Week 

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,  
 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
 

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Lk 1:67-79 
 

Friday: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  
 Lk 2:1-14 
 

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,  
 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 

 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-5; Col 3:12-21;  
 Lk 2:22-40  

Do you know someone missing the par-
ish bulletin each week?  

 

For those not able to pick up a copy of the 
bulletin at Mass there are several ways to 
receive the St. Mary bulletin at home: 
 

1. Visit the bulletin page at the parish 
website to view or print any recent 
copy. 

2. To have a hard copy of the bulletin mailed to you, please 
leave a message with the parish office at 847-223-0010 
or email: parish@stmota.org. 

3. You can also subscribe to receive the bulletin digitally to your 
inbox through our bulletin publisher, JS Paluch. Go to the 
parish website to subscribe.  

Stewardship Report 
  

Due to early deadlines driven by the Christmas holidays, this week’s 
Bulletin had to be submitted to the printer earlier than usual, prior to 
last weekend. The stewardship report for the weekend of December 
12-13 will appear next week.  
  

St. Mary is very grateful for your continued support. As our parish 
approaches Christmas and the end of the year, we ask you to kindly 
remember St. Mary in your plans for charitable giving. Your gift will 
help St. Mary through the financial hardships of this time and help 
those in need whom we serve.  
 

You may deposit your gift in one of the offertory boxes at church or 
mail it to the Parish Office. Or even more convenient, you may do-
nate online. Simply click on the “Donate” button on our website to 
be directed to the GiveCentral service. We are grateful for your 
generosity during these challenging times. 



Dear Parishioners, 
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas this year, we 
do so fully aware of the challenges we have faced in 

faith during 2020. Each of us has been impacted not only by the 
pandemic, but also by the social and political upheaval and the 
violence that has accompanied it. Some have experienced great 
suffering and grieve the loss of loved ones and friends. But it is 
also true that our Lord Jesus continues to accompany and 
strengthen us through these days. I am reminded of a quote from 
St. Francis de Sales: “Be at peace. The same everlasting Father 
who cares for you today will care for you tomorrow and every day. 
Either he will shield you from suffering or give you unfailing 
strength to bear it. Be at peace then and put aside all anxious 
thoughts and imaginings.”  
 
Pope Francis reminds us: “There is no pandemic or crisis that 
can turn off the light of Christmas.” Our Holy Father said this to 
the faithful present in St. Peter’s Square as he took note of the 
Vatican’s Christmas tree and the Nativity scene that would soon be 
unveiled. “They are symbols or signs of hope, especially during this 
difficult time,” he said.  
 
The Holy Father invited Christians not to stop at the symbols, but to 
go beyond and understand their meaning. The beautiful symbol of 
a nativity scene reminds us of the humble birth of our Savior. This 
child, who was born to Mary under less than ideal circumstances, 
would mature into a man. Jesus spent his adult years teaching 
about the kingdom of God and went about doing good, healing the 
sick, and raising up those who were carrying heavy burdens. This 
Jesus whom we remember as a baby would later be crucified on a 
cross and would rise again so that everyone who believes in Him 
would be saved. “For God so loved the world…”  (John 3:16)    
 
The Christmas tree is often the focal point of our homes, decorated 
with lights and personal ornaments, many that have sentimental 
meaning, as they remind us of the gift of family and friends along 
with the love and friendship we have shared. Christmas trees also 
symbolize new and eternal life and their lights bring light and hope 
to us during the darkness of winter.   
 
This Christmas, with all its challenges and disappointments, may 
we take the time to focus on what is most important: the true rea-
son for this season of hope. Let us be more grateful for the gift of 
our own lives and the gift of beloved family and friends who accom-
pany us on lives journey. May we be more attuned to the presence 
of Christ in our hearts and in our daily lives. May our faith and hope 
in Christ continue to guide and strengthen us.  
 
On behalf of the Pastoral Staff, Pastoral Council and all those who 
minister at St. Mary, may you and your loved ones experience 
Christ’s love for you this Christmas and always! 
 
Let us pray for one another, 
Fr. Jerry  

from 

Jacob’s Well Note from Fr. Jerry Regarding Temporary Responsibilities 
(Reprinted from last week) 
 
This past week, Cardinal Cupich appointed me to serve as the 
temporary administrator of St. Francis de Sales Parish in Lake 
Zurich. The Cardinal shared the difficult news of allegations of 
sexual abuse of minors involving Father David Ryan approximately 
25 years ago when he was assigned to Maryville Academy in Des 
Plaines. The Cardinal wrote in his letter, “Allegations are claims 
that have not been proven as true or false. Therefore, guilt or inno-
cence should not be assumed.” Fr. Ryan has been directed to live 
away from the parish will these allegations are investigated. I am 
told these investigations usually take months.  
 
As a temporary administrator, my primary responsibility remains 
fulfilling my duties as the Pastor of St. Mary and Dean of Vicariate 
1-A. As the temporary administrator of St. Francis, my role is to 
accompany the staff and parishioners through this difficult time. I 
have begun meeting with the pastoral staff, deacons and lay lead-
ership to put together a plan to ensure a smooth operation. The 
staff has been very gracious and welcoming to me, which will 
make this assignment so much easier. As I said to them, my role is 
to help keep the parish afloat until this matter is resolved.  
 
There are a number of priests who have offered to preside over 
Masses and attend to the daily sacramental needs. I have also 
received the support of newly-ordained Bishop Jeffery Grob and 
retired Bishop George Rassas. St. Francis is also part of our 
grouping for the Renew My Church initiative. We began actively 
participating in this process at the end of October. The decision 
has been made to suspend the Renew My Church process until 
sometime in 2021. 

 Peter Canisius  
1521–1597  

Feast Day—December 21  
 

This Doctor of the Church was born in 
Holland and studied canon law in Bel-
gium before turning to the study of the-
ology in Germany. In 1543, after meet-
ing St. Peter Faber, one of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola’s companions, he entered the 
Society of Jesus and soon became a well-known preacher. He 
attended two sessions of the Council of Trent and was an im-
portant figure in the post-conciliar Catholic revival in Europe. After 
completing his doctorate, St. Ignatius assigned him to renew the 
Catholic faith in Germany. As the Jesuit provincial in southern 
Germany, Austria, and Bohemia, Peter Canisius started schools, 
colleges, and seminaries. He wrote three catechisms in German 
and is credited with keeping the southern German peoples Catho-
lic. St Peter Canisius, pray for us! 
Copyright © 2017, Catholic News Service–United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  



Celebrating Faith and Tradition 
 
Simbang Gabi… It’s that time of the year 
that Filipinos look forward to – and yes, 
dreaded by some. It’s like a countdown to 
Christmas. Christmas season begins on 
the first day of September for most Filipi-
nos. As soon as midnight strikes, radio 

stations start playing Christmas songs – and that inspires families to 
begin decorating their homes, putting up their trees and blinking lights 
everywhere, and serving food relevant to the season. There’s a differ-
ent breeze in the air. It’s cooler and this adds to the vibrancy, making 
people go literally merry and bright! But while many folks are eagerly 
anticipating the start of Simbang Gabi, there are also undeniably some 
who are “not-so-eager” as the rest of the world. Of course, it’s not in a 
negative way. And I’ll let you see why… 

 
Misa de Gallo 
Simbang Gabi literally means “Night Mass.” It is also called “Misa de 
Gallo” (Rooster’s Mass) or “Misa de Aguinaldo.” It originally started 
sometime in 1660 during the early years of Christianity in the Philip-
pines when the missionary friars celebrated nine days of masses to 
prepare for the birth of the Lord. These masses were typically cele-
brated at around 4 o’clock in the morning when the roosters start to 
crow. Thus it is called “Misa de Gallo.” It was done so for a practical 
reason: since Filipinos were into farming, the missionary fathers 
thought it best to celebrate the mass early before the farmers headed 
to their farms. It worked! Families persevered and completed all nine 
days. This started a tradition that would be passed on from generation 
to generation – and throughout centuries and across the world where 
Filipinos reside. 

 
I was a Pastor before I moved to the United States. At the parish I 
served, we celebrated Simbang Gabi at 4:30 in the morning from De-
cember 16th to 24th. In addition to that – and for pastoral reasons in 
order to accommodate those who could not make it that early – the 
local Church leaders thought of coming up with an “anticipated” Sim-
bang Gabi. It would begin on the evening of December 15th and end 
on December 23rd. At my parish assignment, we did it at 8:00pm while 
some parishes did it at 7 or 9pm.  

 
People packed the church – young and old alike. In fact, there’s even 
an overflow at the courtyard! There’s an element of sacrifice that eve-

rybody is willing to take. That was inspiring! I must admit it was really 
exhausting and draining having to prepare for masses that early (and 
late!) but once you see that faith coming to life, it gives me (and the 
other liturgical ministers) so much energy. Liturgy is made vibrant by 
singing upbeat songs and for the priest’s part, he has to be extra crea-
tive (read: entertaining), especially in delivering his homily. That is 
grace! Now you see why we “dreaded” this time of the year. But I 
won’t deny it – we still looked forward to waking up early, however 
tiring it is. 

 
After-Mass Fellowship 
Stalls are set up outside the churches that serve local food made by 
the community. I guess that must have kept the churchgoers awake 
as they smell the scent of freshly brewed coffee (Barako) or rich and 
creamy chocolate drink made from cacao beans and the aroma of 
burning wood as puto bumbong (rice cake) is being prepared. People 
flock to these stalls after mass. It is as if rewarding themselves for 
having risen up early and completed the novena mass. What stands 
out though is the fellowship, the bonding and deep relationship these 
simple fellowships establish. Friendships are developed during Sim-
bang Gabi, and yes, even courtship and engagement! Our love for 
food and fellowship attests to our desire to build community. 

 
Simbang Gabi in the Time of Pandemic 
Simbang Gabi is surely celebrated differently this year. With the re-
strictions still in place, we are not able to gather a big crowd and defi-
nitely no fellowship after mass. But there’s no stopping us from com-
memorating the birth of the Lord and celebrating our faith and tradi-
tion. As Simbang Gabi was originally intended as thanksgiving for an 
abundant harvest, so this year we give thanks to the Lord. 2020 might 
not have been a good one but we still have so much to be thankful 
for. With the guidance of the Blessed Virgin Mary, bring them to the 
Lord. And during these dark days of our lives, may we always be guid-
ed by the “Parol” (symbolized by the lighted star lantern).  

 
Come and experience Simbang Gabi in person or via livestream on 
December 23rd, Wednesday, at 7:00pm! Check out our parish website 
for details.  

 
Merry Christmas to all of you! 
Father Don 



F isch–ing Lines  by Deacon Howard Fischer 

 

On this final Sunday of Advent our Gospel reading re-
minds us of the critical role that Mary played in the mys-

tery of the Incarnation – God becoming human in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Just take a moment to let that sink a bit: 
God becoming human!  What a wonderful and absurd idea! 
We take the notion of Jesus’ simultaneous divinity and hu-
manity so matter-of-factly that we can become blasé about it. 

Rest assured that this notion was – and still is – one of the biggest 
stumbling blocks for non-Christians. As we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior later this week, we should foster a renewed apprecia-
tion and reverence for our radical belief in the wonder of a God 
who loves us so much that he took on our mortal flesh.  
 

God’s plan is accomplished not by command but by conversation. 
Author Alice Camille writes: “The woman’s role in this conversation 
is significant. She is troubled and afraid and has questions. Her 
experience is not dismissed but taken seriously by heaven’s mes-
senger. This is a dialogue, not a decree. In the end, the woman 
receives the confirmation she needs to make an informed deci-
sion. There is the child of promise; the Spirit’s presence and guid-
ance; the collaboration with her cousin; and the declaration of 
God’s omnipotence over the impossible. All are persuasive to one 
full of grace. The woman declares herself the servant of the Lord, 
echoing the posture of Isaiah. She accepts God’s Word, and God 
accepts hers.” 
 

The Incarnation could not have happened if Mary had not cooper-
ated and freely accepted God’s invitation to be the mother of the 
Christ. Protestant theologian William Barclay once observed that 
the world’s most popular prayer is “Thy will be changed.” But the 
world's greatest prayer is “Thy will be done.” Mary prayed the lat-
ter. May it become our prayer too. 
 

During a year that has so often been dark and gloomy, during this 
season that frequently increases many people’s feelings of loss 
and grief, let us recall and celebrate that the Light of the World has 
already come and pierced our darkness! It is our job – yours and 
mine – to spread the news, to be bearers of the Light into the dark-
est corners. You and I can do this by going out of our way to 
spend time with, and listen to, someone grieving the loss of a 
loved one, or battling an illness, or feeling depressed over being 
unemployed. We can say “yes” by sacrificially giving time and 
money to ministries that help the poor, the addicted, or the ne-
glected. An act as simple as writing a letter (yes, a real letter, not 
an email!) to a distant friend or family member who might be lonely 
or feeling blue is another way of saying “yes.” And we need to 
bring the antidote of Christ’s love and forgiveness into a world of 
violence and revenge. As disciples of the Lord we need to remem-
ber that Christmas is not the destination; it is the beginning! 
 
“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is 
gone, when the kings and princes 
are home, when the shepherds are back with the flocks, then the 
work of Christmas begins: 
 

To find the lost, to heal those broken in spirit, to feed the hungry, 
to release the oppressed, to rebuild the 
nations, to bring peace among all peoples, to make a little music 
with the heart... and to radiate the light of Christ, every day, in 
every way, in all that we do and in all that we say. 

Then the work of Christmas begins.”   
 

— Howard Thurman, theologian, pastor, mystic, and civil rights 
activist 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior in a few days (a 
Savior, lest we forget, who was born poor and homeless in a stable 
and who became a refugee fleeing violence), may we focus our 
thoughts on the need to live as Mary prayed: “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 
May our souls magnify the Lord so that those around us encounter 
the presence of God in our midst, not only during this special sea-
son but throughout each and every day. And in the midst of our 
daily trials, hardships and challenges, let us never forget the words 
of Gabriel: “For nothing will be impossible for God” – a God who 
became one of us in order to conquer the darkness around us.  
 
Let us embrace the joy and hope provided by the birth of our Sav-
ior. Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones!  If you wish to 
contact me, please send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 



 

Tuloy na Tuloy ang Simbang Gabi!  
 
We continue as we always have done! Join the Filipino tradition of 
celebrating a novena of Marian Masses in preparation for the com-
ing of the baby Jesus. The novena heralds the special year 2021 
that marks the 500th year of the founding of Christianity in the Philip-
pines.  
 
Register for the Simbang Gabi Mass on the 23rd of December at 
7:00 p.m. using Sign-up Genius from the St. Mary website: 
www.stmaryfc.org.  We may not have the traditional Pilipino dishes, 
but we have plenty of good cheer and love for all. 

 

The most recent monthly results of the To Teach Who Christ Is capital 
campaign are shown below. St. Mary continues to be blessed by the 
wonderful generosity of many parishioners who have sacrificed to 
support this campaign! 
 

Thanks to TTWCI funds, we recently upgraded the lighting in our main 
parking lot. The new LED lights have made the area brighter and safer 
while saving energy expenses and reducing on-going maintenance 
costs. In the next few weeks new lights will also be installed on our 
soccer field and at the Education Center parking lot. 
 

We began the TTWCI campaign four years ago and it has enabled us 
to accomplish some long-desired goals that we could not have accom-
plished otherwise, most notably retiring our construction debt (in com-
bination with a 3-to-1 match by the Archdiocese) and repaving our 
parking lots. We are now entering the final year of the formal cam-
paign. The next project of the campaign is completing upgrades to the 
Little Church. The basement will be improved to facilitate use by PADS 
and other ministries. We will also replace the old and worn carpeting in 
the worship space. TTWCI funds will also be used to replace the light-
ing in the big church with LEDs, followed by other capital needs. So 
TTWCI is not done yet!  
  
With the hardships caused by the COVID pandemic, TTWCI pledge 
payments have declined for the past few months. More than $140,000 
of payments are now past-due. If you have fallen behind on your pay-
ments and your financial circumstances permit, please take steps to 
catch up so that we can complete the important projects funded by this 
campaign. We hope you will be able to continue your generosity dur-
ing this Christmas season. 
 

Thank you again to all of our TTWCI donors for your support! You 
have made all of this possible. We are very grateful for your gifts.  
 

Results through November 30, 2020 
 

Pledges     Amount  
Goal   $2,350,000  
Pledges   $2,845,492 121% of goal 
Pledges Made              567 
 
Payments This Month       $19,255 
Total Payments Received       $2,380,288 84% of pledges 
Balance Remaining      $465,204 
 

Campaign Allocations      Target  To Date         Target % 
Archdiocesan Education            $642,000   $642,000 100% 
St. Mary Construction Debt1 $1,200,000   $1,200,000 100% 
St. Mary Capital Projects2    $508,000      $538,288 102% 
   TOTAL $2,350,000   $2,380,288 
 
1. The Archdiocese matched our debt payment on a 3-to-1 basis, eliminating 

$4.8m in loan principal due from the construction of our new church. In 
addition, the AOC forgave $1.6m in unpaid back interest. 

2. St. Mary Capital Projects to be funded by the campaign include: repaving 
our parking lots, replacing the lighting in the main parking lot, and upgrad-
ing the Little Church basement for use by PADS and parish groups. 

Annual Catholic Appeal Update 
 
We are nearing the end of the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal and the 
latest report continues the excellent news! Gift payments are helping 
us make steady progress and we continue to see new pledges as 
well. We are very grateful for the response and sacrifices of our gener-
ous parishioners.  Here is the current status of the Appeal: 
  

Donors:                  410 
Pledged:        $215,863 
Gifts Rec'd:   $203,885 
Fulfill%:                 94% 

  

We are very grateful for the generosity and sacrifices of our parishion-
ers. Despite the pandemic, we are actually ahead of last year’s pace! 
The Appeal is an important source of funding for both the Archdiocese 
and our parish. It is especially so this year given the impact of the 
pandemic to other sources of revenue. Funds received beyond our 
parish goal of $88,964 are returned to St. Mary. This “rebate” is a very 
important source of funding for our parish and its ministries. We are 
currently on track for a final rebate in the neighborhood of $110,000! If 
you have not yet given to the Appeal, please do so from the Steward-
ship tab on our web site. Every donation of any size helps. We thank 
everyone for your generous Annual Appeal pledges and payments! 



 
When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung. 
 

The leader makes the sign of the cross, and all reply “Amen.” 
 

The leader may greet those present in the following words: 
 

Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into 
our midst, now and forever. 
 

R/. Amen. 
 

In the following or similar words, the leader prepares those present 
for the blessing: 
 

My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts 
and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated and 
adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights guide 
us to the perfect light. 
 

One of those present reads a text of sacred Scripture, for example, 
Titus 3:4 (lines 4-7) or Ezekiel 17:22  (lines 22-24 4; I will plant a 
tender shoot on the mountain heights of Israel.) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

The intercessions are then said. The leader says: 
 

Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this 
sign of our faith in the Lord. 
 

R/. Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on 
which Christ accomplished our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. R/. 
 

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our homes, let 
us pray to the Lord. R/. 
 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the 
world, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 
 

After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The leader then reads this prayer with hands joined: 
 

Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation: 
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel:  the Law, the prophets, and 
the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we illumine this tree. 
May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our 
hearts. 
May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of 
salvation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

R/. Amen. 
 

The lights of the tree are then illuminated. 
 

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the 
sign of the cross and saying:   
May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now 
and forever. 
 

R/. Amen. 
 

The blessing concludes with a verse from “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel”: 
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
— From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

Christmas is almost here! Have you blessed your Christmas tree yet?  

According to custom, the Christmas tree is set up just before Christmas and 
may remain in place until the Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of the tree are 
illuminated after the prayer of blessing. 

In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent or another family 
member, in connection with the evening meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at 
another suitable time on Christmas Day. 
 
The blessing below can be used at home to bless your Christmas tree.  
 
Gather with your family and make this a new tradition! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK:  
As members of St. Mary’s parish faith community, it is our 
responsibility to remember both in concrete and spiritual ways 
those who cannot celebrate Mass with us each week because 
they are ill.  Those who are sick, in turn, remember all of us daily 
in their prayers and in their sufferings.  We experience many 
blessings because of their remembering us.  And so, please 
remember in your prayers the people listed below: 

 

May the God of compassion hold us in the palm of His hand 
when we feel weary and alone in our suffering.  May ours be the 
look of compassion and the touch of comfort to those who reach 

out to us in their time of need.   
And may the blessing of compassion be with us all.  P. Normile    

 
*If your name or a loved one’s name is not listed but you would 
like it to be, please contact me via email or phone.  Alternatively, 
if your name is listed but no longer needs to be on the list, 
please let me know.  Due to privacy, only names that have been 
given to us from an immediate family member with the 
permission of the person requesting prayers will be printed.  It is 
always a privilege to support you in any way possible.                                    
 
~Diane Mulroe, Director of Human Concerns     
dmulroe@stmota.org  

Bob Noonan 
Ryan Nitch 
Amy Herchenbach 
Sheila Tracy 
Jim Del Favero 
John Chojanacki 
Tom Hehr 
Gene Olsen 
Jeanette Zion 
Dick Robb 
Ryan Johnson 
Dan McNamee 
Judi Hertel 
Brandi Gigiano 
Don Gragnani 
Sandy Washburn 
June Garrison 
Jan Swanson 
Colin McRae 
Gene Gaetano 
Bill Monahan 
Joe Muccianti 

Helen Marciniak 
Ellen Boyd 
Fran Kapp 
Stephanie Warner 
Laura Van Wiltenburg 
Emily Molsen 
Barry Heinrichs 
Helen Roberts 
Pam Moizo 
Wya Baldwin 
Kathie Lackie 
Robert Pettinger 
Dan Sladek 
Barb Kupsak 
Bobby Hagad 
Ofelia Hagad 
Christina Provido 
Darlene Michalski 
Maria Archuleta 
Diana Lonergan  
Catherine Byrne 
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Brian & Mark McMurrough

Three Generations
Since 1947

• Traditional Funerals 
• Cremations  
• Pre-Arrangements

101 Park Place, Libertyville 
847-362-2626 www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

Saddlebrook Farms
23000 West Peterson Road

Grayslake                 847-223-6000

A Private Community for

Adults 55 and Over.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for  
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per 

household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons 
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their 

immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, 

transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail 

within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other 
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 

change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
* Does not include

cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20

x

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISECatholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

Sacrament of Penance Saturdays 4:00—4:45 PM, and by appointment  

Baptisms Ordinarily during the Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month and after the Mass on the other Sundays, outside of Lent. 
Parents are required to participate in a Baptismal Preparation class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Adult Initiation Adults who wish to become Roman Catholics are enrolled in a formation process that includes prayer, dialogue, instruction, and 
introduction to the Church’s life and values, rituals and tradition. Call the parish office for more information. 

Marriage St. Mary Parish rejoices with parishioners who are preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony. The Archdiocese of Chicago 
requires that a wedding be scheduled at least six months in advance so that the couple may receive necessary preparation. A 
parish wedding information packet is available at the parish office. 

Ministry of Care Ministers of Care visit the homes of the sick, homebound, or hospitalized and bring Holy Communion to them. Call the parish 
office when a pastoral visit is desired. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is administered by the parish priest upon 
request. 

New parishioners We welcome new members who wish to worship with us and support the parish’s work and mission. New Parishioner Welcome 
session is offered on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Time of registration is 10:45AM—11:25AM. If you are unable to make the 
Welcoming Session, please call the parish office to schedule time to register. 

Mass 
 

 

Saturday 
5:00PM 

 

Sunday  
7:30 AM 
9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 

Weekdays at 8:00AM 
Monday—Friday 

 
PARISH NUMBER  

847-223-0010  
 

Parish Emergency  
224-358-3210 

 

Parish Fax  
847-223-5960 

Parish Staff 
 Dcn. Howard Fischer Ext. 215 

Director of Parish Operations   HFischer@stmota.org 
 
 

Ms. Tammy Kleckner  
Principal           Tkleckner@frassaticatholicacademy.org 
 

Ms. Jo Bond-Ostler                   Ext. 217 
Bookkeeper/Accountant Bookkeeper@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Victoria Hansen  Ext. 200 
Administrative Assistant          parish@stmota.org 

 

Mr. Robert Kilkenny   Ext. 304 
Facilities Manager      rkilkenny@stmota.org 
 

Mr. James Shaffer 
Maintenance   

 
 
 
 

Rev. Jerome Jacob Ext. 213 
Pastor FrJerry@stmota.org 
 

Rev. Don Cambe Ext. 212 
Associate Pastor FrDon@stmota.org 
 

Deacons Mike Alandy, Gary Kupsak,  
Robert Poletto, Alan Sedivy 
 
 

Ms. Sue Matousek Ext. 218 
Director of Religious Education SMatous@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Mark James Meier Ext. 234 
Director of Music and Liturgy MMeier@stmota.org 
 

Ms. Diane Mulroe Ext. 216 
Director of Human Concerns DMulroe@stmota.org 
 

Mr. Grant Bright Ext. 230 
Director of Faith Formation    GBright@stmota.org 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council 
Mary Lou Loomis  
Joaquin Valdes 
Cassandra Dye  
Kathy Lenzen  
Pete Coughlin 

Dan Prezell 
Sheila Dalton 

Carey Marciniak 
Marivie Alandy 
Jon Matousek 
Linda Green 

 

 

Finance Council 

Tom Zengeler 
Denise Fuller 

Joe Tylka 
Roger Fisher 
Patrick Tracy 

Carl Calabrese 
 
 
 

22333 W. Erhart Road • Mundelein, Illinois 60060 • WWW.STMARYFC.ORG Email: parish@stmota.org      
Frassati Catholic Academy: 847-526-6311 

Religious Education Program (REP)  Emergency Number 847-239-2725 
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30AM–9:00AM for Mass Intentions only. 

Per Archdiocese of Chicago pandemic policy, Parish Office and meeting facilities are closed until further notice. 



000868 St Mary Church (A)             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Kristan Funeral Home and Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated     Serving the Community Since 1954

PARISH MEMBER

(847) 566-8020

Email: kristanfh@aol.com

Traditional Funerals,

Alternative, Cremation, and

Pre-Arrangements Services

219 W. Maple Avenue ~ Mundelein ~ (2 Blocks West of Rt 45 On Rte 176)

OELERICH
Heating & Air Conditioning

Service on All Models
•  Humidifiers •  Duct Work
•  Air Cleaners •  Water Heaters
•  Boilers •  Blown-In Insulation
•  Hi-Efficiency Furnaces & Air Conditioners

(847) 566-7900 Parishioner

www.oelerichhvac.com

General Dentistry

Ivanhoe Shoppes

852 North Route 83

Mundelein, IL 60060

(847) 566-2811 
www.amdds.com

Parishioner since 1992

                                                        & Crematorium, Ltd.
                            Family Owned & Operated!!

                           410 E. Belvidere Road, Grayslake          www.strangfuneral.org             847-223-8122
                                    “Celebrating life since 1898”                                                     David G. Strang, Richard A. Gaddis, Directors

Gentle Dental Care
Dr. Anthony Collins

St. Mary Graduate
Parishioner

847-566-5350
287 N. Lake St.     Mundelein

Peter Baker & Son Co.
1349 Rockland Road • Lake Bluff

847.362.3663 • www.peterbaker.com

ALLISON PLUMBING, INC.
New Construction

Commercial • Residential
Service • Remodel

JOSEPH HERTEL
Lic. #058-109-646487-4480

LET ALLIED HELP YOU SAVE!
Expert Service, Engineering, and Installation

Free Estimates • Free 2nd Opinions 

Refer a Friend and Get $50.00 to Spend

500 E. Northwest Hwy, Palatine, IL 60074 • 847-359-4500 • www.alliedairheat.com

Air Conditioning & Heating Corp.
Contractors • Engineers Since 1969

$25 OFF

$100 OFF

on any service repair

a furnace or cooling
system replacement

Feel Better, Live Well
For your Rehab and Wellness needs

847-949-4262
www.livingwellpt.com
Brenda Zagula, MPT, FNTP

Liz Knuth, Piano Teacher
Parishioner

email: lizbknuth@gmail.com 847-687-1569
Mundelein

“Teaching students of all ages.”

Michael S. Roessler, D.D.S.
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

(847) 566-9330
444 N. Prospect Ave., Mundelein

MENTION AD FOR
20% DISCOUNT IN DENTAL SERVICES
www.MichaelRoesslerdds.com

 Serving Members of the Parish Since 1912 
Family Owned & Operated

Pre-Arranged Funerals - Cremation and Traditional Services

Phil & Cynthia Dane — Preston Dane –– Paul & Connie Chominski

120 W. Park Ave., Libertyville 847-362-3009
www.burnettdane.com Email: burnettdane@comcast.net

 THE VILLAGE AT
 VICTORY LAKES

A Franciscan Community
Prairie Homes

Independent Apartments
Assisted Living

Skilled Nursing & Rehab

847-356-4666
Lindenhurst, IL

www.victorylakes.org/np

LIBERTYVILLE
• Packing • Shipping

• Printing • Mailboxes
872 S. Milwaukee Ave.

847-918-0181
store1319@theupsstore.com

www.theupsstorelocal.com/1319

John Lucente’s Barber Shop
452 N. Lake St. Mundelein

Mon. Tues. 7-6                   Thurs. Fri. 7-6
Sat. 7-2                               Closed Wed.

566-1587

CENTURY 21®Elm, Realtors
Carol August
Multi-Million Dollar Producer Locally
847-226-6181
carol.august@gmail.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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