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Members of the Contemporary Choir at Christmas Mass 2019

Photo provided by Brian Smith

Written by Dustin Zubert, pictured second row, third from right 

Liz Knuth and I were sitting at Something’s Brewing in down-
town Grayslake–seven large hymnals, my laptop, Liz’s notebook, 
and probably some cups of coffee all splayed out on the table. We 
worked through this ritual three times a year, reviewing the li-
turgical seasons, pondering the readings, and ultimately picking 
music for the Contemporary Choir (new group name coming 
soon) to play at masses over the next few months. 

Singing Is Praying Twice

For me, starting choir was pretty much an excuse to play my gui-
tar, but over the years, I have become a better Catholic because 
of my work in the group. Being in charge of picking the music 
meant I read and reflected on the readings in advance, and par-
ticipation in the liturgy helped deepen my faith. 

Liz says that, for her, singing is another form of prayer. Reflect-
ing on our group, Liz wrote, “For me, the best parts of this group 
are the people and the uplifting songs we sing. This group is 
family, and it just makes me smile and happy to be with them 
all.” I second that. This group has supported one another in good 
times and through a pandemic. We have seen marriages and the 
births of one another’s children and grandchildren. We’ve met 
new friends and said goodbye to some as they moved away. We 
have celebrated great times together and supported one another 
through family tragedies as well. 

I think all choir members would agree that our work in the 
music ministry at St. Mary has made our lives and our faith 
measurably better. We definitely are a family, and we have quite a 
family history…

The Genesis

More than seventeen years ago, former parishioner Aurelie 
Gallagher approached me about playing contemporary music at 
a mass. Let’s just say she had me at “music.” We recruited some 
singers and a piano player, picked some liturgically appropriate 
music, practiced (and probably could’ve/should’ve practiced a 
bunch more), and played at a mass in April 2004. That fall, we 
began playing as the Family Mass Choir at one 5 PM mass per 
month. With the support of former pastor Fr. Ron Lewinski, we 
played upbeat music that was welcomed by many members of 
the parish. 

Around the time Fr. Jerry became pastor, we switched to the 
11:30 mass and began playing first and third Sundays of the 
month. We also acquired the Spirit and Song hymnals, encour-
aging parishioners to sing along with us. 

Challenges, Changes, and a New Iteration

Christmas 2019 was a particular highlight for us. There were 
probably 15 people singing and playing instruments. It was such 
a joy being a special part of the Christmas celebration. Then 
three months later, the pandemic hit. Singing together was pro-
hibited, but we were determined not to let COVID-19 silence us. 
We found new ways to keep going: Zoom choirs, recording and 
posting songs on social media, spreading out for backyard prac-
tices and driveway concerts. A month or so into the pandemic, 
we started playing for the parish’s recorded masses on YouTube. 
So we were ready when masses started live again last summer. 

Mark Meier, our new Director of Music & Liturgy since the fall 
of 2020, has been a welcome addition to the music ministry. He 
has enthusiastically supported us, skillfully directed us at prac-
tices and masses, tightened up our sound, and has even written 
multiple psalm arrangements and other hymns to fit our style. 
We are thrilled to have Mark as our new director.

On July 4, 2021, we marked our latest highlight. It was the first 
time St. Mary parishioners heard singing from a full choir since 
early 2020. What a sound! 

While I certainly welcome this new iteration of our group, I will 
always cherish the years of playing “I Send You Out” as a clos-
ing song and singing it in my head for the rest of the day. I give 
thanks for the way being part of the liturgy has strengthened my 
faith. I think about the special relationships I’ve formed, and I 
wonder who else out there could be looking for the same things. 
If you’re interested, stop by after mass or send Mark a message 
and, Make a Difference with us!
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