
Congratulations Fr. Don! 
 
 
It is with great joy that I share with you that last May 10th, I received 
my Master’s Degree in Counseling for Ministry from Loyola University 
Chicago, Institute of Pastoral Studies.  
 
Seven years! Yes, you read it right: it took me seven years to finish my 
program. Finally! 
 
It started with a conversation. I was on my second year as Associate 

Pastor at Holy Name Cathedral when I shared with my Pastor then, Monsignor Dan Mayall, about my 
passion for counseling. Since the Cathedral was just across Loyola’s Water Tower Campus, I asked 
permission to take classes after office hours. He expressed his full support and that marked the 
beginning of my journey. 
 
I attended a Jesuit university back home, the Ateneo de Manila University, for my undergrad (BA Pre-
Divinity) and graduate studies (MA Pastoral Ministry). Those formative, academic years imbibed in me a 
deep sense of Jesuit spirituality: “magis” (to do what one is asked to do with more love) and to always 
strive to be a man/woman for others, for the greater glory of God (AMDG). With those as my guiding 
principles, I aspired to learn more about the skills of counseling. One of the graces of priesthood is to be 
allowed to enter or be welcomed into the lives of people or strangers, to hear their stories of success 
and failures, to share in their joys and struggles. Having completed my studies, I wish to share this 
blessing with people I’d meet in my priestly ministry, and be God’s instrument in bringing about His 
constant redemptive work on each of us.  
 
I am grateful to all those who have shown support and encouragement all these years. They have been 
God-sent, especially in times that I wanted to give up and not finish what I have started. 
 
On a side note, I wish to share that my sister, Michelle, also received her MBA last May 7th. We both are 
beyond grateful to have our parents, Hermie and Zeny, by our side and witness these milestones in our 
lives. Graduating together on the same year wasn’t something we planned at all. Our family feels so 
blessed.  
 
Hats off to the Class of 2022 — and to all their families, friends and educators who have supported them 
in their journey!  
 
God bless you.  
 
Father Don Cambe 
 
 
 


