
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak      

“Follow Me” 

     In today’s Gospel passage Jesus sets out on his final journey to Jerusalem. He has warned the disciples of his impending suffering that is to take 

place there, but even though they confess their faith in Him as the Messiah, and see him transfigured with Moses and Elijah, they cannot begin to believe, 

to imagine the horror of the last day of Jesus. But Jesus knows. He is unwavering in His determination to fulfill the prophets and the Old Testament.  

     After Jesus calms the disciples who are intent on “commanding fire” upon the Samaritans, Jesus uses the occasion to speak about discipleship, and 

about the implication of following Him. As Jesus often does, He speaks in figures of speech and exaggeration for emphasis in making his point. Jesus is 

saying, “Be willing to let go of the past.” You bury the dead and move on. There comes a time when you leave the comforts of home and move to 

unchartered waters. He knows that his disciples will soon be doing exactly that after He has gone. Their lives will be totally different, and they will be going 

in a quite different direction. 

     How ironic it is that the disciples did exactly that, in the despair and confusion following the crucifixion and resurrection. They looked back and 

resumed their previous occupation of fishing. It isn’t until Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit empowers them, that they begin spreading the Gospel of Jesus 

throughout the region.  

     The verses we hear in today’s Gospel “Let the dead bury the dead,” and “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit 

for the kingdom of God” are verses that jar us into asking, “How are our lives different as followers of Jesus than what they might have been otherwise?” 

When studying the Gospel of Luke in deacon formation, I remember the instructor showing us a bumper sticker that read, “If you were on trial for being a 

Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?”  

     Isn’t it the essence of discipleship that being a Christian and a disciple of Jesus gives us a whole new identity? We are no longer merely an earthly 

man or a woman, but as disciples we have become a child of God, a child who is of the whole universe. We now live knowing that “our new citizenship is 

in heaven” (Philippians 3:20).  

     Yes, today most of posses the blessings of God and live relatively secure and productive lives. We have homes, cars, investments, time-shares, 

popularity. Some would say we have it all. But I ask you this question, “What is God doing in your life these days? Are we ready to let the dead bury the 

dead, to keep looking forward when plowing and becoming, like the original disciples did, nomads, aliens a dedicated people who are trying by word and 

by action to accept the invitation of Jesus the Christ and “follow?” It won’t be easy. Sometimes what we’re praying for just doesn’t materialize in the time 

we expect it to. But that won’t stop us. Because when Jesus asks us to follow, our immediate reply should be, “Thy will be done.” 


