
 

 

Baptismal Font 

St. Mary’s baptismal font is placed prominently at 
the entrance to the sanctuary as a reminder of 
our baptism that initiated us into the Church, the 
mystical Body of Christ. Viewing the baptismal 
font from the front of the sanctuary facing the 
exit, you can particularly notice that the font 
takes on a tomb-like shape. This stark granite 
structure calls to mind the dying of self to sin and 
the resurrection in the waters of new life as 
inspired by the words of St. Paul, “Are you not 
aware that we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?” (Romans 6: 
3-4).  

The font is constructed of solid Carnelian granite, 
quarried in Millbank, South Dakota, cut and 
prepared in Cold Spring, Minnesota, and installed 
by Natural Stone of Lake Bluff, Illinois.  

The lower portion of the font is 18 inches deep 
and is suitable for baptism by immersion in which 
the adult or older child baptismal candidate 
stands in the pool as water is poured over the 
head. The upper portion of the font is used for 
infant baptism and by the faithful as they enter the 
church to bless themselves with holy water and renew their baptismal promises. The water in the 
font can be heated and is constantly purified by ultraviolet light. 

The font’s design and prominent location in the sanctuary was of particular importance to Fr. 
Ron Lewinsky, pastor of St. Mary of the Annunciation from 1996 to 2014, including during the 
church’s design and construction. Fr. Ron wrote and instructed many priests and laity on the 
RCIA Rite of Baptism. He saw the sacrament as an anointing of a soul for missionary 
discipleship, and he was even affectionately given the nickname “Ron the Baptist” by his peers 
for his love of the ritual of baptism. Fr. Ron spoke of designing the font’s lower pool within easy 
reach of small children so they could freely dip their hands in the holy water to bless themselves, 
mirroring Jesus' instruction to, “Let the Little Children Come to Me.” 


