ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

St. Thérese of Liseux Statue

The statue of St. Thérese stands at the back of the church
facing the altar. Crafted by Italian woodcarver Andreas
Comploji, it features a life-size representation of the young
French Carmelite nun from Liseux, France (1873-1897).

The artist depicted her holding roses because St. Thérese
described herself as the smallest of flowers in God’s
heavenly garden. This led to her nickname of “The Little
Flower.” St. Thérese is also shown holding a large cross
because she suffered greatly from poor health and died at
the young age of 24 from tuberculosis. The cross symbolizes
her steadfast discipleship, love for God, and acceptance of
her burden of sickness. Despite her sufferings, St. Therese is
known for her “Little Way” in which she resolutely fulfilled
the even the smallest of tasks assigned to her with a pure
and faith-filled spirit. Through prayer and meditation, she
discovered her life’s mission to help others see the love of
God. Towards the end of her life, St. Thérese vowed to
spend her time in heaven doing good on earth. She
poetically promised to “Let fall a shower of roses” upon the
Earth,” symbolizing the graces she would bestow on the
faithful even after her death.

St. Pope John Paul II declared St. Thérese a doctor of the church in 1997 for her spiritual
maturity and inspired writings, most notable of which is her autobiography, “A Story of a Soul.”

For those seeking more about St. Thérése, The National Shrine and Museum of St. Thérese is
located an hour south of Mundelein in Darien, Illinois. It displays additional beautiful art and
statuary of the saint. There, pilgrims can view professionally rendered, interactive exhibits about
St. Thérese’s life, including several first and second-class relics, childhood artifacts, and an exact
replica of her convent room. The Shrine offers weekday Mass and prayerful meditation gardens.

As we gaze at the statue of St. Thérése when entering and exiting St. Mary sanctuary and reflect
on her life, we are invited to recall that despite the sufferings and crosses we bear, like St.
Thérese, we can do the little things of daily life with great love.

St Thérese, the Little Flower, pray for us.
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