ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

The Ceremonial Doors

The large wooden ceremonial doors leading
from the narthex to the sanctuary were designed
to mark the threshold into a sacred place where
heaven and earth intersect. They are eleven feet
high, weigh 500 pounds each, and are made of
complementary woods in a pattern suggestive
of a labyrinth. The doors were fabricated by
Commercial Woodwork, Inc., of Aurora, [llinois.

On the day of the church’s dedication, April 14,
2002, the congregation processed from the
historic white church, built in 1889, past the
cemetery, through the rural fields, and to the
ceremonial sanctuary entrance doors. There,
Cardinal George was presented with the plans and
keys to the church by the architect and contractor, respectively. The Cardinal then presented
both to then pastor Fr. Ron Lewinski, who “unlocked” the ceremonial doors allowing the church
to process with great rejoicing into the church.

Henceforth, as the St. Mary congregation arrives for Mass, they find the doors are opened wide
to welcome them. The ushers shut the doors for the solemn worship of Mass and reopen them
during the recessional to allow the congregation to go forth into the world, bringing the good
news of the Gospels. The doors, when shut, also serve as a beautiful backdrop for baptisms
during this holy sacrament.
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