ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

Tapestries of the Three Epiphanies

Above the baptismal font and rising high above the doors
are three hand-woven tapestries. The theme for the
colorful tapestries is taken from the antiphon from
Morning Prayer for the Feast of the Epiphany. They were
woven at the Vukuzenzele Weaving Centre in South Africa
by artist Anastasia Minisi who crafted their design to
remind the worshipper of our communion with the
Catholic community around the world.

Below is a detailed depiction of the scriptural significance
and symbolism woven within the tapestries, written by
Rev. Christian Shiu, priest in residence, 2025.

First Epiphany - The Visit of the Magi

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” - Matthew
2:11

The magi come from the east, arriving in Jerusalem to meet the
king in what would be a life-changing audience: go, follow the star to
Bethlehem and let me know of his whereabouts so that I, too, may
offer him homage, says King Herod. They realize that it is necessary
to return home another way.

On the perimeter of this tapestry, cows and stars are evident, with
the star shining brightly, reflecting the radiance of the Christ-child
and certainly drawing the viewer's attention. It is as if the entire
cosmos, the entire world, all of creation, stops at a standstill to
adore, to gaze upon the infant child Jesus. The magi make their way
to the “house” where the Holy Family resides, and according to the
tapestry, it would appear they engaged others in conversation along
the way. Indeed, this is a reminder that our faith is meant to be a
shared experience. Interestingly, what remains at the center and
quite prominently displayed is a community — a community of
believers forever changed by the Messiah’s birth.
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Second Epiphany - The Baptism of the Lord

After Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him],
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove [and] coming upon him. And a voice came from the
heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, * with whom I am well pleased.” - Matthew 3:16-17

The dove is clearly identifiable in this tapestry, at the top, center. The
Holy Spirit swoops down and breaks into our humanity. Heaven and
earth meet. From dry, arid land as is depicted on the peripheries,
moving down to the vibrant, deeply dark blue body of water that is the
River Jordan. Once the Israelites crossed the River Jordan, led by
Joshua, as the levitical priests carried the Ark of the Covenant —
representing the presence of God — to Jesus the Christ, the Son of
God, himself, who makes holy the water by which means we are
baptized into eternal life. He truly is the central focus of this tapestry,
next to John the Baptist who “among those born of women there has
been none greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11). What is
interesting is the fish that captivates the viewer’s attention. Perhaps
reminiscent of the 153 fish caught by Peter off the shores of Galilee
when the Risen Lord appears, this number indicates wholeness and
inclusivity, reminding us that Jesus came to save all nations. “The Son
of Man came to seek out and save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).
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Third Epiphany - Wedding Feast at Cana

“Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so
revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him” - John 2:11

On the upper portion of the tapestry, a more than life-size Jesus with
outstretched arms is imagined. The sign of water turning into wine
occurs. And while on the top half of the tapestry, Christ is at the
center of the gathered community, as we shift to the bottom portion,
there is the married couple, seemingly occupying as much space and
precedence as Christ. For good reason, too: as “the disciples began
to believe in him”. Indeed, our baptismal call is to be another Christ,
to serve as an icon of Christ, and to reflect, radiate, and imitate the
faithful, self-giving love of Jesus to the world. Therefore, it is fitting
that the couple captures our attention, beckoning us to be agents of
unity, to be the hands, feet, face and voice of God to all.
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