ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

Infant of Prague

In a niche on the right rear wall (when leaving the church, facing the
narthex), there is a shrine to the Infant of Prague.

This statue was carved in St. Ulrich, Italy by Andreas Comploj. It is made
of Lindenwood and finished in natural nut tones. The statue of the
Infant Christ was brought to Prague by Princess Maria in 1555 when she
was promised in marriage to a Czech nobleman. She was fearful and
anxious about moving to Prague, but as she prayed in her chapel in
Spain before a statue of the Madonna and child, she received a special
message from the child Jesus to go without fear. In time the statue
seemed to have miraculous power, healing the sick and turning invading
armies away. From this developed a devotion to the Infant of Prague.
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