ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

Saint Peregine Statue

St. Peregrine, the patron saint of cancer patients, is depicted in a life-
size statue on the rear right side of the sanctuary upon entering the
worship space. Crafted by wood carver Andreas Comploj of St. Ulrich,
Italy, and surrounded by candles, this is a sacred prayer space for those
suffering from illnesses and for those praying for loved ones.

Peregrine Laziosi was born in 1265 in Foreli, Italy, to a wealthy and
privileged family. He led a rebellious youth and vehemently opposed
the Catholic church. Peregrine even participated in an uprising and
beat a Catholic priest by heavily striking his face. Peregrine
immediately felt sizable remorse and was profoundly moved by the
priest’s willingness to forgive him. Peregrine eventually converted to
Catholicism, became a priest, and founded a Servite monastery. He
helped the poor and marginalized and offered wisdom to those who
sought his advice. Thus, he earned a reputation as an “Angel of Good
Counsel”.

Peregrine developed a cancerous growth on his right foot that
ultimately led to his decision to have the foot amputated. On the night
before the procedure, Peregrine spent hours in prayer and then dozed
off to sleep. During a dream, Jesus appeared to Peregrine, touched his
foot, and healed him. When Peregrine awoke, his foot was miraculously
healed. From that point on, people from his surrounding community brought the sick and injured to him
to pray over. Some of them were healed when he whispered “Jesus” in their ear.

St. Peregrine’s died in 1345 at the age of 85. He was canonized in 1926. His feast day is May 1. Peregrine
is the patron saint of those suffering from cancer, those with foot ailments, and anyone with an incurable
disease.

In St. Mary’s statue of St. Peregrine, he points to his injured leg, the sight of his miraculous healing. Note
that his gaze is focused not downward on his illness, but rather straight ahead toward the altar. This
depiction represents St. Peregrine viewing illness as his sacrifice to God.

He stands as a representative of all the angels and saints as they join the entire assembly in the
celebration of the Eucharistic sacrifice.

The National Shrine of St. Peregrine is located in downtown Chicago at Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica,
3121 W. Jackson Blvd. The shrine holds monthly devotional Masses to St. Peregrine, offers group or self-
guided tours, and includes a small museum and gift shop open on major feast days or as arranged. More
information about visiting the National Shrine of St. Peregrine can be found on the Our Lady of Sorrows
website.
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