ART & ARCHITECTURE

St. Mary of the Annunciation

The Church Altar

The Altar is the focal point of the church and
is the symbol of Christ in our midst. The altar
stands under a canopy, which is the
continuation of the steeple above. Even from
the exterior one understands the focal point
in the church.

We are reminded of the words of scripture,
“The stone rejected by the builders has
become the cornerstone. By the Lord has this
been done; it is wonderful in our eyes.” (Psalm
118; 22-23) Christ is our cornerstone, and the
Altar is the symbol of his presence among us. Thus,

when we enter the church, we bow before the altar and the priest who presides kisses
the altar. On some occasions we also incense the altar.

The Altar base is made of solid Carnelian granite quarried in Millbank, SD, cut and
prepared in Cold Spring, MN, and installed by Natural Stone, Lake Bluff, IL. The 5’ square
Altar top is made of solid polished mahogany wood crafted by Commercial Woodwork,
Inc., Aurora, IL.
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