
 

 

Design Features of the Church 
 
 
St. Mary of the Annunciation’s church was 
designed and constructed with the values and 
desires of the community at the forefront. During 
town hall meetings in the late 1990s when the 
congregation had outgrown the historic white 
church and was using the school gymnasium, or 
Diantha Hall, as the worship and gathering space, 
Fr. Ron Lewinski, then pastor, met with 
parishioners, the architect, and builder to identify 
key attributes for the construction.  

 
Parishioners expressed a strong desire to 
complement the historic church and campus, 
reflect the rural heritage, construct a unique and 
aesthetically pleasing structure, and design a worship space for the celebration of the liturgy 
according to current church norms. The community also desired that the church be open to the 
land around it, provide a large gathering space, arrange seating close to the altar, allow for 
ample natural light, be completely handicapped accessible, include outdoor walking paths and 
meditation gardens, offer one common entry point, and use natural materials.  
 
One of the most striking features of the church is the high nave that cuts across the main body 
of the church at a subtle angle, creating an asymmetrical room. This extends through the 
narthex and into the pastoral center. Rising 50 feet above the floor, the nave is a strong defining 
element that draws the entire structure into a unified plan.  


