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St. Mary of the Annunciation
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Bell Tower

St. Mary’s sleek, modern bell tower houses four bronze bells that
ring with a strong peal to call the faithful to worship. The bell tower
was added to the church campus in 2013, eleven years after the
dedication of the new church, to complete the vision of then
pastor, Fr. Ron Lewinski. It was made possible by the generosity of
parishioners Ted and Tina Godek. On October 12, 2013, St. Mary
began its Sesquicentennial jubilee year with the blessing and
dedication of the bell tower in a ritual and liturgy led by Bishop
George Rassas.

Looking heavenward, one sees first the lowest bell, which was cast
in 1867 and originally located next to the historic white church on
campus. In keeping with a long tradition, each of the bells has a
name. The original bell on the lowest level is the Marian bell and
has an embossed figure of the Madonna and Child. It weighs 700 i
Ibs. T
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The bell at the top of the tower is named the Archangel Gabriel
bell in honor of the angel who announced to Mary that she would
become the mother of her Lord. This bell weighs 255 Ibs.

The second bell down from the top is named Sts. Thaddeus and Augustine in recognition of the
donors, Ted and Tina Godek. This bell weighs 500 Ibs.

The third bell is the Sesquicentennial bell and weighs 990 Ibs. In addition to the word,
“Sesquicentennial’, the words, “Jubilate Deo!” are inscribed on the bell. Jubilate Deo means Rejoice in
the Lord! The three new bells were cast by the Verdin Company in Cincinnati. Our 1867 bell was cast
in St. Louis by the Stuckstede Co. All four bells are cast in solid bronze.

The bells ring five minutes before each Mass, calling us to worship. They also ring at noon and
6 p.m. for the traditional Angelus prayer when we remember the Mystery of the Incarnation,
Christ becoming flesh among us. A bell tolls the De Profundis (“out of the depths”) each night
at 9 pm. to remember our beloved dead and to pray for them. The bells also ring out in joy
for special occasions and slowly toll when we process to the cemetery to commit our beloved
dead to their final resting place.

In the past, bells were often referred to as the “vox Dei” or “the voice of God.” In addition to calling us
to worship, they aid in moving our minds to God and form a chorus of sound that becomes a unique
harmonious song of praise. Bringing the 1867 Marian bell in harmony with the three 2013 bells, every
peal and toll brings together the past, present, and future of our parish.
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